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N E W  T E S T A M E N T  R E A D I N G

the term ‘Kingdom of God’) is understood as the reign of the Al-
mighty through the Person of the Messiah in the power of love,
truth and forgiveness.

In his Gospel Mathew gives the answers to the questions
that the coming of the Messiah in the Person of Christ placed
before his fellow believers. Who are the Jews that believed in Jesus
as the Messiah? How does the coming of the Messiah correspond
to Israel’s history? What was the main problem in the relationship
between God and Israel and what is God’s solution to that prob-
lem?

The Gospel of Mathew gives answers to these complicated
questions in very simple and clear terms. The readers of this Gos-
pel, who believed in Jesus as the promised Messiah, are the Church
of God – the fulfillment and the completion of Israel’s true purpose.
Thru faith in the saving work of the Messiah they have become the
true spiritual descendants of Abraham. Israel has continued in her
unbelief and sin for too long, but God in His mercy and grace gave
His people the Messiah, so they would see His truth and love. The
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven was established through the
teaching, life, death and the resurrection of the Messiah and all of
those who respond to God’s call would enter into it. This call is first
of all addressed to the nation of Israel, the nation that was first to
receive the promise of salvation. But the promises of the New Cov-
enant, unlike those of the previous ones, apply to all the nations of
the world and do not require biological relationship with Abraham,
but faith. So the Church is God’s people, consisting of believing
Jews as well as gentiles. At the same time this ‘new eschatological
people of God’ is inseparable from Israel’s history.
The Church finds itself in the world during the time when the Mes-
siah’s coming marked the future restoration and deliverance of
Israel. But it is still waiting for the last days when the Son of Man
finally comes in Glory to fulfill God’s promises first given to Israel
and to the whole world.

Israel’s main problem throughout the many centuries of its
history was the breaking of the Law given to the Jewish people by
God on Mount Sinai. Not only did it cause God’s punishment, but
also put Israel outside of the covenant with God. It was only be-
cause of His unconditional love, expressed in the gracious cove-
nant with Abraham, that the Almighty did not reject the Jewish
nation. When the prophets spoke about the destruction of the
covenant with God by Israel as a result of unbelief and lawless-
ness, they foresaw the New Covenant that would be directed to-
wards the heart of man (the Law will be written not on the tablets of
stone, but in the people’s hearts) and sealed with the uncondition-
al forgiveness of sin. Mathew in his Gospel acts as a successor of
the great prophetic tradition. He emphasized in many different ways
the intimate and deeply personal nature of the New Covenant,
showing that not only does it help the true righteousness that is
based on the genuine faith and love (the theme especially signifi-
cant to Mathew, see Sermon on the Mount!), but it also frees the
new agreement from the dangers of ‘ritual religiosity’ and ethnic
exclusivity. The message brought to this world by God’s Messiah,
Jesus, is the expression of Divine benevolence – unselfish, one-
way and eternal. This message establishes the true religion in spirit
and in truth for the working out of the agreement of love between
man and God. This agreement – covenant, that becomes unchange-
able and eternal only because of the unconditional forgiveness of
sins. This gives the message of the Gospel a truly universal and
imperishable nature.

Mathew looks at the principal symbols of Judaism in the
light of the Good News as well – the Torah, the Temple, Abraham’s
lineage, etc. Here we can see again that all these symbols are re-

garded by Mathew as having obtained their spiritual fulfillment in
the Person and ministry of Jesus. That is why Jesus was so strict
and harsh when talking about the distortions of these symbols of
faith and Israel’s spiritual identity. And there were numerous dis-
tortions of the true meaning of religion, of the Law and the Proph-
ets then as there is now. The Torah ended up tangled by thou-
sands of petty rules and interpretations, often contradicting its
direct meaning. The Temple instead of the ‘House of Prayer’ be-
came the hotbed of magical ritualism; kinship to Abraham lost its
spiritual meaning of one faith and became a mere blood relation-
ship. The message of Jesus becomes not only the prophetic judg-
ment over these distortions, returning to the principal Jewish sym-
bols their true spiritual meaning, but it goes further and shows in
the ministry of the Messiah and in the coming of the Kingdom of
Heaven announced by Him, the fulfillment of the hopes that these
important symbols contained. At this critical time in its history all
Israel must turn to the Truth brought by the Messiah that the
Almighty sent, the Truth being carried around the world by His
disciples – the apostles. Once again we need to notice that the
only reason for this call is Mathew’s understanding of the role that
the life and ministry of Jesus played in the history of Israel. It is
only thru Him that God’s salvation and Heavenly Kingdom can
come and are coming to God’s people.

In the Gospel of Mathew the history of Israel is being
reconsidered and told in such a way that it seems old and new at
the same time. The Gospel writer saw the fulfillment of God’s prom-
ises to Israel in Jesus and in the new people of God, made up of
Jews and the gentiles accepted by God and blessed as it has been
promised in the covenant with Abraham. While rethinking the his-
tory of his own people, Mathew turns to the focal points of Israel’s
faith and spirituality, putting the figure of Christ as the Messiah in
the center of his theological picture. From now on the Image of the
One and His will concerning man and the world was revealed to the
Jewish nation and all of humanity. Israel – the people of God, cho-
sen and predestined to become His faithful inheritance, must make
the foundation of the people of God, an ‘eschatological Israel’,
which will include all the nations of the earth. And this new nation
of God is united in the New Covenant sealed by the blood of the
Messiah to fulfill the prophesies given to Israel’s forefathers.

According to Mathew, the hopes of Israel accompanying
the Jewish nation throughout all its history have partially been
fulfilled in Jesus and the Church that He created. The rest of these
hopes are still waiting to be finally fulfilled when the Son of Man,
the Messiah, comes in Glory for the judgment and final deliverance
and transformation of the world in the Kingdom to come. The cor-
nerstone of this hope for Mathew is the ministry of Jesus, who
reconciled us to God through His sacrifice and led us into the New
Covenant – the Covenant that cannot be destroyed by man’s sin
because it is based on unconditional forgiveness flowing from
God’s love towards man and the world.

This is the Gospel according to Mathew. The Gospel ad-
dressed to his fellow countrymen – the Jews. We did not give any
Scripture references on purpose. Open this small book and come to
know the power of Truth and Love of the One, Who, according to
Mathew, came to save ‘His people from their sins’.

Illustration: Caravaggio, Michelangelo Merisi de: Painting of Contarelli
Chapel in San Luigi dei Francesi in Rome, the stage: The Calling of
St.Matthew, the detail: Matthew as The tax-gatherer Levi from Capernaum.
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T H E  A P P L E  O F  H I S  E Y E  -  R U S S I A

Shalom Dear Friends!

Apple of His Eye-Russia exists to share Gospel with Rus-
sian speaking Jewish people.  A big part of our work is
writing and distributing printed materials.

We just finished translating a few of the articles from the
issues of our Apple of His Eye-Russia Magazine.  We
hope you enjoy this sample and we look forward to hearing
your comments.

We hope that our ministry equips and encourages you to
share the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to both Jews
and Gentiles.  If you or someone you know has a friend
who speaks Russian, please let us know.  We want to
help you share the Gospel with your friend.

In this Digest you also can find a list of all of our Russian language materials. Please feel to contact with us if you would like
to receive one of these items, or the annual Digest of Apple of His Eye-Russia Magazine.
 
We are a faith ministry. The only way we can continue to serve is through the prayers and generous donations of ministry
partners like you!  It would be a great encouragement to us if you would let us know you are praying for us.  You can send
your tax-deductible donations to:
 
The Apple of His Eye Mission Society (designate to Russian ministry)
P.O. Box 6977
St. Louis MO 63123
(636) 326-4040
+ 7 (901) 5130024 Russian phone
Email applerus@yandex.ru
Rev. Alexey Shepelev
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Awareness and Training for the Church in
Jewish Evangelism
We value raising the awareness level of Lutheran
congregations for their Jewish community
neighbors and we work to lift their zeal and skills
in sharing their faith with them.

Leadership Development
We prize the discovery and usage of the
Spiritual Gifts and talents of Jewish and gentile
believers, and we invest time and energy in
training and deploying them to carry out God?
mission in the community and the world.

We Value God? Promises Concerning the
Jewish People
We believe that God is the same yesterday,
today and forever. The promises that He has
made concerning the Jewish people will be
consummated in His time (Jer. 31:35-37;
Romans 11:24-26) We stand against anti-
Semitism in all of its forms, and view withholding
the Gospel from the Jewish people to be the
worst form of anti-Semitism.

Direct Jewish Evangelism:
It is vital that we focus energy on a clear
presentation of the Good News of life and
salvation in Y?hua to unsaved Jewish people
world-wide. (Romans 1:16)

Lutheran Biblical Doctrine:
We value sound Biblical grace-oriented teaching
as we equip people to be witnesses to the life
we find in the Messiah, Y?hua.

Planting Messianic Congregations:
The planting of worshipping congregations with
a messianic Jewish heritage is an important
outcome of our ministry.

Nurturing Mishpochah (Family)
We value a caring and committed community
which will rejoice with one another in victory
and mourn with those who mourn. We recognize
that for some, faith in Y?hua may lead to loss of
family and Jewish community support, and we
willingly stand in the gap to provide support and
community for those Jewish believers.

Apple “Core” Values


