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Pray! Pray some more! Keep on Praying!
by steve cohen

Philemon 4-6   I thank my God always when I remember you
in my prayers, because I hear of your love and of the faith
that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints,
and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective
for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the
sake of Christ.
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Stop! Think! Who do you know who does not
yet believe in Jesus: a family member, friend,
co-worker or neighbor? (Pause)… My son,
Micha, kept a prayer notebook with photos
of those for whom he was praying. Each day
he would flip through seeing the pictures and
pray for the various needs of those pictured be
it health, trials or salvation. He did this often
remember them in his fervent prayers to see
them saved and safe in the Lord.
Prayer calls for patience and persistence. We
who live in the “me” generation expect instant
gratification like driving through a fast-food
place to curb our hunger or ordering that “nex”
thing on Amazon and impatiently waiting for
the two-hour delivery to arrive. Prayer is not
like this. It is cultivated through a disciplined
dialogue pouring our heart and tears out to the
Lord and opening our minds and ears to discern
His response.
I said many times that I do not think I would
be where I am today as a disciple of Y’shua our
Messiah but for the focused prayers of my dear
friend, Alan Rither. He did not pray for me just

once and then move on. He prayed for me daily
for three years that I would receive God’s gift
of salvation and enter into His Kingdom living.
He kept on praying until December 23rd, 1973
when I responded in faith to God’s gift of salvation through Jesus. Alan continues praying for
me daily that the Lord would guide and use me
in reaching the lost and equipping the saints to
reach the lost, too.
He prayed. He prayed some more. He keeps on
praying. As a follower of Jesus, I firmly believe
we too can grow in our discipline of prayer and
that growth can and will lead to others hearing
the Gospel. Only by the power of the Holy Spirit
can anyone receive God’s gift of salvation.
So once again, Stop! Think! Will you join us
this year in praying for the salvation of the Lost
Sheep of Israel as we move forward in our 25th
year? Will you join us in witness so that others
might hear the good news of Messiah? Will you
stand up against the enemy who wants us to
do nothing thinking that we cannot make any
difference so why rock the boat?

Pray, pray some more, and
please keep on praying!
Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God
for Israel is that they might be saved. – Romans
10:1

Please pray for
those you know
struggling with
Covid -19 and the
economic and social
fallout:
Leah, Micha’s wife, finally got to see Micha in person and
she is celebrating along with us all for face-to-face visits
after such a long time away due to Covid!

Our pastor, Rev. Marty Brauer, has come home after
many days in the hospital and is on the long road to
recovery. His wife, Leona, went home to the Lord
last month. Please pray for him in grief and for
restoration. Thank you.

Pray for those you know who are battling
this disease, and especially for their salvation
if they do not yet know Jesus as
their Messiah.

God’s Visions in a Window!
Seventh, in a Series of Articles Sharing the Stained-Glass Windows
of Immanuel Church Lutheran in Tel Aviv-Yafo
Over the last six months, I began a series of articles to share with you the uniqueness and beauty of the
stained-glass windows of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tel Aviv-Yafo. If you’re interested, you can
find a link to each of the previous six articles and stained-glass window pictures at the end of this article. This month I would like to share a seventh window and article with you about “God’s Visions in a
Window!”
You may have caught the plural of the word “Vision” in the title of this month’s article. That’s because
in the 10th chapter of Acts, God provides first, a vision to Cornelius, “a centurion of what was known
as the Italian Cohort,” who lived in Caesarea (Acts 10:1-9a). And second, to the Apostle Peter, who was
staying at Simon the Tanner’s house in Joppa. Peter went up on the roof of Simon the Tanner’s home
where he had a vision from God (Acts 10:9b-16). So, this month, we will look at the second vision first
in chapter 10, that of Peter’s vision. Then in next month’s article we will look at the first vision second
in chapter 10, that of Cornelius, the Roman Centurion.
As I shared in Article six, one of the real cool things that Kristi and I are blessed with as Bible Teachers
to Israel, through the Apple of His Eye Mission Society, is actually living in Israel. We live in God’s
promised land . . . His Holy Land! The Bible, God’s Word is alive ALL around us! Immanuel Lutheran
Church and our apartment (approximately 100 yards down the street from the church), are located in
Tel Aviv-Yafo. The word “Yafo” is the Hebrew word for “Jaffa” and the English translation is “Joppa.”
Joppa is in the southern and oldest part of Tel Aviv and was an ancient port city in Israel. Today, the
Jaffa (Joppa) Port is a tourist attraction. It is famous for its association with the biblical stories of Jonah,
Solomon, and Peter, the Apostle. It is also where Simon the Tanner (mentioned three times in Acts 9 and
10) lived and where Peter stayed when he was in town.
Take a minute and look once again at the picture below which depict these “visions” that Peter and
Cornelius had. They are the windows in the middle and the right. The window on the left depicts Peter
raising Tabitha from the dead (Acts 9:36-43), highlighted in article six.

God gives us a glimpse that He is a God of visions in these stain-glassed windows in the middle and on the right in the above picture.
These beautiful stained-glass windows were created by the Norwegian artist, Victor Sparre.
The center window depicts the vision of God given to Peter regarding common or unclean
animals. This vision took place here in Joppa. From Acts 10:9b-16:
. . . Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry
and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and
saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by
its four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of
the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no
means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice
came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This
happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.
9

So, God’s visions in a window tells the story of Peter who was perplexed by this vision showing a great sheet descending with these common and unclean animals. However, the Holy
Spirit will interpret this vision for Peter in the following verses. What God was showing Peter
and to us, through His Word here in Acts 10, was that holiness is not determined by people,
but by what God Himself has ordained as holy and clean. God has prepared Peter and us to
understand that God’s message of salvation goes out to all people because He is the creator of all!
Here in Joppa, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, the opportunities to share God’s visions in His plan of salvation
through Y’shua HaMashiach, continue among His people, the Jews. Thank you for your partnership in prayer
and financial support making it possible for us to be here through the Apple of His Eye Mission Society, to
“Boldly declare Y’shua as Messiah and urgently equip believers in Jesus to do the same!”
(Copy and paste the links below to read the earlier articles in a PDF format)
The first window and article I shared talked about “God’s Reminder in a Window!” https://www.dropbox.com/s/
8jmcjhbdipnmavx/2020-06%20 %20AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.pdf?dl=0
The second window and article I shared talked about “God’s Promise in a Window!” https://www.dropbox.
com/s/rf5gub5y7x5xnn9/2020-07%20-%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.pdf?dl=0
The third window and article I shared talked about “God’s Future in a Window!” https://www.dropbox.com/s/
ibdoo5lggu3foc4/2020-08%20-%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.pdf?dl=0
The fourth window and article I shared talked about “God’s Directions in a Window!”
https://www.dropbox.com/s/57lbcmkfuffo6bu/2020-09%20%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.
docx?dl=0
The fifth window and article I shared talked about “God’s Compassion in a Window!”
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9jqexpkslsozf2i/2020-10%20-%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.
docx?dl=0
The sixth window and article I shared talked about “God’s Miracle in a Window!”
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6naqneyy2qz79hr/2020-11%20%2B%2012%20-%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20
Article%20%231.docx?dl=0
Rev. Dr. Robert M. Roegner
Bible Teacher to Israel
robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org
When in the USA: +1.314.640.9558
When in Israel: +972.58.402.6778

Out of Chaos God Created Order

“The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold.” Psalm 18:2
Looking back a year ago this month, I feel as if I may have entered into a parallel universe after March 2020. My
world is not the same. This next remark seems to be my mantra, however, I must ask again: how do people who don’t
know Jesus survive pandemics, collapsing economies, a government gone wild and communities on the edge? They
don’t. Its that simple…they don’t. Anger, fear, out of control imaginations, isolation, ______ (fill in the blank).
As believers we are not above those feelings, but we do have hope. We have a God who knows how this all ends or
comes together. We serve a Master who cares for us and loves us and is not ignorant of our needs. In this issue of
our newsletter we are focusing on the conduit to our peace and hope – PRAYER.
I want to share 4 simple points that I pray will encourage your hearts.

WHAT TO DO WHEN LIFE FALLS APART:
1. Grab a Rope:
a. Find a support team: a small group, Bible Study Fellowship, Community Bible Study, LWML, ladies
Bible groups in your congregation (start one).
b. Check all your resources. There are support groups (start one yourself on Zoom), prayer lines (not
gossip lines), Stephen Ministries and Ambassadors of Reconciliation (there is probably a plethora
of others I am not aware of, ask your Pastor or call our office).
c. Get into the Word of God. You Version is a great app for your phone and computer, there are
many reading plans you can start. I am reading through the Psalms and Proverbs via the Bible App.
It’s an easy plan: Day 1, read Psalms 1,11,21,31,41,51,61, etc. Then read Proverbs 1 (only 1 a day in
Proverbs). This may sound like a lot if you aren’t in the habit of reading your Bible daily – but it is
wonderful!
2. Don’t Mope!
a. Keep a praise list or notebook. We sing a song in our family that goes: It’s amazing what
praising can do, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. It’s amazing what praising can do, Halleluuueejah. I don’t
worry when things go wrong. Jesus fills my heart with a song. It’s amazing what praising can do,
Hallelujah. You can listen to this on YouTube. Hilton Griswold sings it well – it’s a happy song 
b. Fix up! Get out! Keep going! Always fix up before going on a walk, grocery store, etc. It may
seem like a waste of time with a mask, but it will make you feel better and believe it or not, it
encourages others around you.
c. Do something for someone else. Put your lawn chairs in the front yard – socially distanced and
invite your neighbors for a happy hour (BYO coffee, soda, whatever). My daughter does this and
people who walk by often stop and chat with the ones already sitting. She has met another Jewish
believer in her neighborhood and has an influence on others who have joined. NOT a preaching
hour – but a time to get to know each other…you know, like in your Grandparents day  Send

cards to children to cheer or read books to children on Zoom. You get the idea.
3. Learn to Cope:
a. Use difficult experiences for growth. Remember you are NOT alone – talk to someone when you
are emotionally weary. We care and so does your church.
b. Find a new way to get your dreams fulfilled. Necessity is the mother of invention. It is necessary
for us to be active, fulfilled, and useful. You can only binge watch so much! Take advantage to
learn something. A new language, yoga, the guitar 
4. Hang On To Hope:
a. Build a steadfast faith based on God’s Word. Take notes of the sermons. Rewrite them for your
elementary grandchildren to understand and then ask them questions about what they learned. I
actually rewrite books of the Bible in my own words in a notebook. It is almost like homiletics,
I have to cross reference, define and go to a Bible closest to the original translation. I use the
Complete Jewish Study Bible. Remember you have resources on the internet – Bible Hub, Gateway
Bible to name two.
b. Smile through your tears. I have lost two dear friends within the last month. I rejoice that they are
with Jesus, but my heart breaks that they have gone. We can smile. But let yourself cry. Again –
call someone if you are depressed or need to just talk/vent.
c. Remember how IMPORTANT you are to God. He created you. He knows you better than you
know yourself. He died for you. God Loves You!
The enemy wants you to establish a memorial of stones from the traumas in your life. Don’t!
Remember Who sits on the throne!
love, from my heart, nanC
(If this article has blessed you – share it)

Do you have a prayer request?
Share them with us. nancy.cohen@appleofhiseye.org

Nancy with Rev. Jeff Thormodson at Best Practices
Conference at Christ Church Lutheran in Phoenix

Anticipation, Answer, Awe!
Imagine the anticipation when awaiting something wonderful.
Excitement builds—an eager edge-of-your-seat wait and see!
God’s Word is filled with such anticipation. For thousands of years
Jewish people were taught that one day God would send a Messiah – a deliverer who would rule not just over them, but over
the entire world. They were excited! Talk about anticipation! They
waited and prayed fervently. However, generations came and
went with no Messiah’s arrival. Anticipation waned, and most
Jews missed the answer to their prayers when the Messiah finally
did arrive! God’s version of the Messiah didn’t meet their expectations!
Fast forward to today. Most Jews are still waiting and praying for that answer to their prayers. However, some
truly believe that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, and they want to share that good news with others. God has
given them a sense of the urgency, for they know from 1 Peter 4:7 that “The end of everything is near. Therefore,
practice self-control, and keep your minds clear so that you can pray.” Together we pray and wait expectantly as
God unfolds His ultimate plan.
God is on the move here in Israel, accomplishing His purposes in His way and time. We are on the edges of our
seats anticipating all He will do. We covet your prayers that He would do miraculous things here amongst the
unbelievers. There are two specific things you can do: “pray continually” (Romans 12:12); and “wait patiently
for the Lord” (Psalm 40:1). Please pray that “many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him” (Psalm
40:3). Eagerly anticipate His answer to such a request on behalf of His beloved people!
Are you inwardly thinking, “Yeah, right! Aren’t we talking about the often-hard-hearted Jewish people here?”
Have faith, friends. God is in control, the Jewish people are His chosen people, and the Spirit is moving! We need
not feel the burden of converting anyone, for that’s the work of the Holy Spirit. We should, however, feel burdened to be praying for the salvation of those who don’t know Y’shua as the Messiah!
So, as God’s people, let’s come together to pray with a sense of anticipation for God to work miraculously in the
hearts and minds of His people! The believers in Acts 2 “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer…And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.” He did it then. He can do it today.
I anticipate that His response to our earnest prayers will have us on the edge of our seats and awed the answers
He provides! - Kristi Roegner

Loving Father, we rejoice in our salvation and in the hope of Christ’s second
coming. Thank You for the faithful promises You made to us and to Your
people Israel. Renew our joy and faith in believing, and may we wait in joyful anticipation for You to work Your will Your way and in Your time. Amen

Introducing our new volunteers in Israel

Shalom!
I’m Carolin Lafleur. I’m half French-Canadian and half German. My
parents met in the early 1980s in Montreal and decided to raise their
family in Germany. When I was 17, I moved to Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, a
town close to Montreal for CEGEP / college. My program was called arts
and culture w/ languages. So apart from speaking German, French and
English I also took some Spanish as well as Italian classes. It was a lot of fun. After graduating from CEGEP, I moved back to Germany. After a gap year I started studying Judaic studies and political sciences.
Back then I felt Hebrew was a very tough language to learn so I switched to English, French and political
sciences and finally graduated in Early Childhood Education. During my studies I spent three months in
Los Angeles where I was interning in a preschool. I graduated in 2014 and have been working in elementary schools in Berlin ever since then.
In 2017 I visited Israel for the first time. My mother used to work in a kibbutz in the 1980s. The kibbutz is
called Ayelet HaShaha and it’s close to the border to Lebanon. My mother would fondly talk about Israel
when I was a child. So back then my interest in the country was awakened.
As a child and teenager, I read a lot of books (fiction and non-fiction) of children and teenagers experiencing the holocaust. When I first came to Israel, I visited Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. I think it’s the best
museum on the holocaust I have ever visited. Since 2017 I have been to Israel many times. In fact, this is
my 10th time now. Over the years I have made very close and amazing friends in Israel. I am very thankful
for these friendships. So, in spring 2020, when I was planning my gap year I got in touch with Immanuel
Church in Tel Aviv. I had visited the church on Christmas Eve 2019. Being there celebrating Christmas
while it’s 20°C outside was very new to me. I loved it.
Regarding my faith. My German grandfather’s family attended a Lutheran Church while my German
grandmother’s family attended a Baptist Church. My German grandparents decided to raise their children in a Baptist Church.
My Canadian grandparents were Catholic and so was my father. The faith did not play an important role
in my father’s life until he met my mother. He became protestant and got baptised in Germany. So, I was
raised in a Christian family.
In fact, ever since I was a little child, I have been having a close personal relationship to God. My mother
thinks one of the reasons is that I was born 10 weeks premature. She says I never had a doubt about God’s
existence.
I hope to use this time in Israel to serve in the community. The Holy Land to me is the most wonderful
place I have ever been to.

Please pray for our
new volutneers!
My name is Kyle Britton, and I am a native of Springfield,
Illinois.
I am 22 years old and a 2020 graduate of Murray State
University in Murray, Kentucky where I majored in
Engineering Physics and minored in Mathematics. After
AOHE, I hope to pursue a career in the aerospace sector.
I first came to Israel as a 6th grader with my father and
grandmother for a tour of religious sites. That trip piqued my curiosity, so I returned in the summer
of 2019 as an undergraduate Astrophysics research assistant at Tel Aviv University. During this time,
some fellow students and I became involved at Immanuel. Near the end of (or perhaps altogether
after) that summer, I remember the distinct feeling that Israel would play a part in my future. Little did
I know under what strange circumstances that would be.
It had become important to me to take a gap year before pursuing a career. Unfortunately, most of my
initial leads failed. A Fulbright scholarship to be an English teaching assistant was unsuccessful (Plan
A). The LCMS Young Adult Corps shut down (plan B). Plans C, D, and F also amounted to naught. Plan E,
however, bore an apple-shaped fruit.
I recalled reading that the Roegners had moved into the congregation house I knew from 2019. At first,
it was merely a coincidence, but as I searched for opportunities to serve, I thought I might as well ask if
they had a place for a volunteer. Sure, I didn’t speak Hebrew. Sure, my degree is not usually associated
with ministry. Sure, it would require international travel to a nation threatened by well-equipped enemies in the middle of a world-shaking pandemic. But if they said “no”, I was no worse off than before.
And then they said “Yes!”
In the early days of planning, after talking with my parents about all the obstacles in the way, my father
said something like, “But just think how amazing it will feel to finally step off the plane and be in Israel,
knowing that only God could have navigated through all the mess to get you there.” Fast forward
through multiple delays, Covid restrictions, a travel ban, and about five months, and I was arriving
in Tel Aviv on a plane with more empty seats than I’d ever seen. About two weeks later, Israel closed
itself to incoming foreigners and entered another lockdown. Looking back, seeing that little window of
opportunity bookended by long periods of denial, I agree that only God could’ve made it happen.
In conclusion, I would like to encourage anyone, especially people considering college and early careers, to consider a gap year of service. I didn’t mention it above, but Plans G, H, and I (domestic
options due to start in January if AOHE had not worked) were all awesome opportunities in their own
right, so there are still places and ways to serve. God’s work takes many forms, and His Son is still abiding in us to bear fruit (John 15:4-5). Don’t give up if five out of your first six plans fail, but keep going,
submit to the Lord, and He will get you where He wants you to be.
I write this sitting almost exactly a kilometer away from an area known as old Jaffa. You know – Jaffa,
or Joppa, that city where Jonah actively tried to NOT go where God wanted him? We have some windows in the church that commemorate how well that worked out... How much more will God bless the
efforts of a trusting, submissive heart? Why don’t you find out!

also days built into the schedule to visit places like
Galilee, the Dead Sea, and of course, Jerusalem.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
IN THE HOLY LAND!
(For 2021 and Beyond)

The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has two
different ways you can consider serving through
VOLUNTEER opportunities in Israel, God’s Holy
Land. Both involve becoming a part of the T.E.A.M.
(Together Everyone Accomplishes More), working
in partnership with Bob and Kristi Roegner, Bible
Teachers in Israel, at Immanuel Church Lutheran in
Tel Aviv-Yafo.

Both Mission Opportunities include training from
the AOHE in areas like: The Land of Israel Today,
Jewish Religion, Jewish Culture, and sharing Y’shua
as Messiah in Israel.
Costs associated with both short- or long-term
Volunteers and Mission Teams, are the responsibility
of each individual serving. In both cases, assistance
and information from AOHE is available on creating
partnerships, doing deputation, and fundraising to
support your mission opportunity.
If interested, please contact either:
Steve Cohen, Founder and Director of AOHE, at
1-636-326-4040 ext. 1 . . . steve.cohen@appleofhiseye.org.
OR
Robert M. Roegner, Bible Teacher to Israel, at +972
58-4026778 . . . robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org.

Immanuel Church Lutheran
in Joppa (Tel Aviv)

FIRST, consider serving as a short- or long-term
Volunteer . . . opportunities exist for anywhere
from 6 months to two years! If you are interested, a
volunteer program application, a volunteer program
description, and a volunteer program job description
are available.
SECOND, consider bringing a Mission Team from
your congregation to serve in outreach opportunities
. . . a Mission Team of 6-12 people for a period of
10-12 days in the Holy Land! These days will not
only include activities to share Jesus as Messiah, but

To order go to www.appleofhiseye.org

It’s January and
We are preparing for
Virtual Lent 2021 already!
Debby Wilson,
National Itinerary
Coordinator

Since our beginnings in 1996, we have givien presentations
in over 1,800 churches. As we move through this Covid era,
we are trusting the Lord to open up for churches next year
and are planning our calendars on the assuption that regular services can take place.
Debby wilson is our new itinerary coordinator and she is
working on our presentation schedule for 2021 alreaady.
If you would like to have your church considered for one of
our presenters to be with you, please ask your pastor to call
Debby at:
636-326-4040 ext 2
Lent is a great time to have either the
Christ is the Passover Presentation of
the full Passover Seder.
Both serve as a solid platform for your members to invite
their unsaved Jewish and Gentile friends to hear of Jesus is
his own Jewish seting.

Travel with Us
to the Holy Land!
November 3-14, 2021

Rev. Dr. Bob & Kristi Roegner will be hosts and co-leaders for this journey through the historical sites of the Holy Land in Israel. With over 39 years of experience in missions, the Roegners have traveled
extensively around the world. Their mission involvement has helped them develop a great appreciation of other
cultures and peoples. Their insight and knowledge of the Holy Land, as The Apple of His Eye’s first workers in
Israel as Bible Teachers, will help make your trip more enjoyable and a great learning experience.

Rev. Allen & Diane Schade serve together at Immanuel Lutheran Church in St. Charles, MO, and will join as
co-leaders of this tour. Pastor Al is the Associate Pastor and Diane teaches preschool. They have a heart for sharing Jesus’ love with others, including Jewish people, and Pastor Al currently serves as the Chairman of the Board
for The Apple of His Eye Mission Society.
Registration is now open! You can request a copy of the trip brochure and registration form by sending an email
to robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org or call Dr. Roegner at +972 58-402-6778 (his Israel mobile number). Also,
you can sign up by filling out a registration form online by going to www.joyfuljourneystravel.com and selecting
the “In the Footsteps of Y’shua” brochure.

