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February 2021 e-newsletter

In April of 1970, I entered basic training for the 
United States Air Force Reserves at Lackland Air 
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. The program is 
designed to take raw recruits out of their environ-
ment and mold them into airmen integrated into 
their systems and structure. Some of it is physical 
conditioning, other is informing of the history 
and ways the service operates and part of it is 
conforming to the norms of the air force in dress, 
comportment and culture. Following the six week 
“Basic” training, I was then sent to technical school 
for training in my area chosen, aircraft mainte-
nance. (By the way, that is funny to me today 
because fixing things is NOT my forte!) Following 
Tech school I was then returned to my Unit at 
McCord AFB in Tacoma for continuing service and 
further training. My Basic training and Tech school 
had prepared me to fit into the structure and serve 
properly.

Three years later, I entered a different realm of 
basic training – becoming a follower of Y’shua 
– Jesus the Jewish Messiah. Like my training at 
Lackland, I was starting from the very beginning of 
my 48-year spiritual journey. Basics like – the Bible 
and its teachings, prayer, fellowship, stewardship, 
personal witness, spiritual warfare and walking by 
faith, not sight. 

Just like any newborn, new believers need much 
care and nurturing. As we apply the teaching 
of the Lord to our life, we often move one step 
forward, two steps backward because we still are 
struggling against the world, our flesh and the dev-
il. Thanks be to God, the victory is not dependent 
on our efforts, but already completed IN Christ BY 
Christ for us in preparation for Kingdom living. 

Real life situations provide the opportunities to 
review what we have learned in our basic trainings. 
We each are encountering situations and tempta-
tions to ensnare us and drive us backwards in our 
walk with the Lord. IN Christ, through the power of 
His Holy Spirit, we can face the challenges and find 
new ways to invite and engage the lost to consider 
and receive new life in Christ. 

APPLICATION: Think of just one person you know 
right now who needs the hope we have in Jesus. 
Pray for them in their situation and for their salva-
tion. Invite them to read Matthew and let you know 
what they think. Tell them of YOUR faith journey 
and encourage them to respond in faith to the gift 
of salvation the Lord is offering. 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

These are the basics. We are here to help! 

Check out our basic training videos on
 our web site: 

https://www.appleofhiseye.org/connect/aohe-tv

BASIC TRAINING
by steve cohen



Please pray for 
those you know 

struggling with 
Covid -19 and the 

economic and social
fallout:

Leah, Micha’s wife, finally got to see Micha in person and 
she is celebrating along with us all for face-to-face visits 
after such a long time away due to Covid!

Our pastor, Rev. Marty Brauer, has come home after 
many days in the hospital and is on the long road to 

recovery. His wife, Leona, went home to the Lord 
last month. Please pray for him in grief and for 

restoration. Thank you. 

Pray for those you know who are battling 
this disease, and especially for their salvation 

if they do not yet know Jesus as 
their Messiah.



God’s Visions in a Window!
Eighth, in a Series of Articles Sharing the Stained-

Glass Windows 
of Immanuel Church Lutheran in Tel Aviv-Yafo

Over the last seven months, I have been sharing a 
series of articles with you showing the uniqueness 
and beauty of the stained-glass windows of Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in Tel Aviv-Yafo. If you’re inter-
ested, you can find a link to each of the previous 
seven articles and stained-glass window pictures 
at the end of this article. This month I would like to 
share an eighth window and article with you about 
“God’s Visions in a Window!”

Once again, you may have caught the plural of the 
word “Vision” in the title of this month’s article. 
That’s because in the 10th chapter of Acts, God 
provides first, a vision to Cornelius, “a centurion of 
what was known as the Italian Cohort,” who lived in 
Caesarea (Acts 10:1-9a). And second, to the Apos-
tle Peter, who was staying at Simon the Tanner’s 
house in Joppa. Peter went up on the roof of Simon 
the Tanner’s home where he had a vision from 
God (Acts 10:9b-16). So, this month, we will look 
at the first vision in chapter 10, that of Cornelius, 
the Roman Centurion. If you haven’t already, please 
check out that second vision of Peter in last month’s 
article. 

As I shared in articles six and seven, one of the 
real cool things that Kristi and I are blessed with as 
Bible Teachers to Israel, through the Apple of His 
Eye Mission Society, is actually living in Israel. We 
live in God’s promised land . . . His Holy Land! The 
Bible, God’s Word is alive ALL around us! Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and our apartment (approximately 
100 yards down the street from the church), are lo-
cated in Tel Aviv-Yafo. The word “Yafo” is the Hebrew 
word for “Jaffa” and the English translation is “Jop-
pa.” Joppa is in the southern and oldest part of Tel 
Aviv and was an ancient port city in Israel. Today, the 
Jaffa (Joppa) Port is a tourist attraction. It is famous 
for its association with the biblical stories of Jonah, 
Solomon, and Peter, the Apostle. It is also where 
Simon the Tanner (mentioned three times in Acts 9 
and 10) lived and where Peter stayed when he was 
in town. 

Take a minute and look once again at the picture 
below which depict these “visions” that Peter and 
Cornelius had. They are the windows in the middle 
and the right. The window on the left depicts Peter 
raising Tabitha from the dead (Acts 9:36-43), high-
lighted in article six. 

God gives us a glimpse that He is a God of visions in 
these stain-glassed windows in the middle and on 
the right in the above picture. 

These beautiful stained-glass windows were creat-
ed by the Norwegian artist, Victor Sparre. The right 
window depicts the vision of God given to Cornelius 
regarding the calling of Peter to come to Caesarea 
from Joppa. From Acts 10:1-9a: 
1At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, 
a centurion of what was known as the Italian Co-
hort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his 
household, gave alms generously to the people, and 



prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of 
the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God 
come in and say to him, “Cornelius.”4 And he stared 
at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And 
he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send 
men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Pe-
ter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose 
house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who spoke to 
him had departed, he called two of his servants and 
a devout soldier from among those who attended 
him, 8 and having related everything to them, he sent 
them to Joppa. 9 The next day, as they were on their 
journey and approaching the city . . . 

So, God’s visions in a window tells the story of 
Cornelius, who was terrified because he was in the 
presence of God. In this vision, an angel of God is 
showing Cornelius that he needs to send for Peter in 
Joppa to come to Caesarea. Why? Because the Lord 
is preparing Cornelius to learn more about Jesus. 
What God was showing both Cornelius and Peter 
and to us, in these visions, through His Word here 
in Acts 10, is that God prepares and guides our lives 
in accordance with His good purposes. Peter affirms 
for devout Cornelius that Jesus is truly the Christ 
and the Holy spirit affirms for Peter that the Gospel 
applies to all people without partiality. The Holy 
spirit unites one and all in the Body of Christ (Acts 
10:34-43). This message demonstrated by the Holy 
Spirit to Peter, the Jewish believers with him, and 
Cornelius and his household, is that God indeed de-
sires to pour out His Spirit on all, Jewish and Gentile 
alike! These visions of Cornelius and Peter lead to 
the baptisms of the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48).   

Here in Joppa, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, the 
opportunities to share God’s visions in His plan of 
salvation through Y’shua HaMashiach, continue 
among His people, the Jews and just like in Acts 
10, among the Gentiles as well! Thank you for your 
partnership in prayer and financial support making 
it possible for us to be here through the Apple of His 
Eye Mission Society, to “Boldly declare Y’shua as 
Messiah and urgently equip believers in Jesus to do 
the same!”

(copy and paste the links below to read the earlier 
articles in a PDF format)

The first window and article I shared talked about 
“God’s Reminder in a Window!” https://www.

dropbox.com/s/8jmcjhbdipnmavx/2020-06%20 %20
AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.pd-

f?dl=0
The second window and article I shared talked 

about “God’s Promise in a Window!” https://www.
dropbox.com/s/rf5gub5y7x5xnn9/2020-07%20-%20

AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.pd-
f?dl=0

The third window and article I shared talked about 
“God’s Future in a Window!” https://www.drop-
box.com/s/ibdoo5lggu3foc4/2020-08%20-%20
AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.pd-

f?dl=0

The fourth window and article I shared talked about 
“God’s Directions in a Window!”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/57lbcmkfuffo-
6bu/2020-09%20%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20

Article%20%231.docx?dl=0
The fifth window and article I shared talked about 

“God’s Compassion in a Window!”
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9jqexpkslsoz-

f2i/2020-10%20-%20AOHE%20Newsletter%20Ar-
ticle%20%231.docx?dl=0

The sixth window and article I shared talked about 
“God’s Miracle in a Window!”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6naqneyy-
2qz79hr/2020-11%20%2B%2012%20-%20

AOHE%20Newsletter%20Article%20%231.docx-
?dl=0

The seventh window and article I shared talked about 
“God’s Visions in a Window!”

https://www.dropbox.com/s/imbim0cx-
u2ov2rr/2021-01%20-%20AOHE%20Newslet-

ter%20Article%20%231.docx?dl=0

Rev. Dr. Robert M. Roegner
Bible Teacher to Israel

robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org
When in the USA: +1.314.640.9558

When in Israel: +972.58.402.6778



Kintsugi
“Therefore if  anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to Him by faith 
in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous 
moral and spiritual condition] have passed away. Behold, new things have come [because spiritual awakening 
brings a new life].”  2Corinthians 5:17

Kintsugi (金継ぎ, “golden joinery”), also known as kintsukuroi (金繕い, “golden repair”), is the Japanese art of  
repairing broken pottery by mending the areas of  breakage with lacquer dusted or mixed with powdered gold, silver, or 
platinum.  As a philosophy, it treats breakage and repair as part of  the history of  an object, rather than something to 
disguise. 

The beauty of  the gold veins cause the bowl to appear as if  it were created this way – a much more appreciated 
piece than before.  The whole process and artform of  Kintsugi truly resonated with me recently.  

I memorized 2Corinthians 5:17 over 40 years ago and it still reminds me of  God’s grace every time I quote it.  We 
are broken beings, fragmented by sin and separation from God.  But God, in His wonderfulness, washed over us 
through the blood of  His ONLY begotten Son Yeshua, and cleansed us.   “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the 
LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  
Isaiah 1:18. Those sinful cracks in our soul are covered and though once we were separated from our Heavenly 
Father, now we are beautiful in God’s sight.

Through salvation, we are new creatures!  We are beautiful in the sight of  God.  When God looks upon us, He 
sees us through the blood of  Yeshua, erasing the fragmentation and brokenness of  sin in our lives.  Just like the 
broken pottery after Kintsugi, we become beautiful to our Father.  Like the Japanese pottery pieces, we are for 
display.  That is, we are to display the wonderful hope, grace and love that has been given to us via our Savior.  Our 
lives and former brokenness can become a banner of  victory in new life in the Messiah. We must share our gift of  
transformation or else we will sink into the quicksand of  sin that surrounds us.  We need to nurture our gift via 
God’s Word (daily reading), talk to God (often daily) and we need to worship as often as we can (Satan wants to 
destroy our fellowship with one another).  

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of  God.”   2Corinthians 5:21

Recently one of  my granddaughters asked me “How did Jesus become sin for us?”  What a good question!  I’m sure 
there are many other who wonder the same thing.  Yeshua became sin by allowing every sin past, present and future 
to enter his perfect being.   This resulted in God turning His head from looking upon Yeshua.  Our pure God 
cannot look upon sin.  The sin had to die.  When Yeshua died, our sins died with him.  His resurrection gave us a 
resurrected life as well.  That is, IF we put our faith and trust in the one who paid the price!   

We are coming into the time of  celebrating that wonderful day that hope was given to us.  The day of  
rememberance of  Yeshua’s death, burial and resurrection.  

His blood ran over my brokenness, not disguised, but created in me a new life!  Hallelujah!      

love, from my heart, nanC    (If  this article has blessed you – please share it)

Do you have a prayer request? Share them with us:  nancy.cohen@appleofhiseye.org 
We would love to hear from you and how God is blessing your life.

N a n  C ’s  C o r n e r



Make Space for What Matters by Kristi Roegner

“Make Space for What Matters” is a title that caught my attention recently and came to mind as I began to 
think about this article.   Making space for what matters in the secular realm is important. We want to make 
good use of our time, get items checked off our to-do lists, increase our personal productivity, etc. However, 
making space for what matters in the spiritual realm is even more imperative.     

In the spiritual realm, God must come first! Spending time in His Word and in prayer should be our top priority. 
He longs to spend time with us, but our response to Him is often lukewarm at best. 

Consider some things the Bible says about spending time with our Lord: 

•	 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually!  1 Chronicles 16:11

•	 Be still, and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10

•	 Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  Mat-
thew 6:33

•	 Pray without ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 5:17

Jesus set a high standard for us. He taught and ministered day in and day out, but still felt the need to con-
sistently connect with His Father in prayer. One example, from Luke 6:12 states, “At that time Jesus went to a 
mountain to pray. He spent the whole night in prayer to God.”

Jesus made space for what mattered – spending time with His heavenly Father. Do our actions demonstrate a 
commitment to spend time with the Father in prayer?

Oswald Chambers said, “We tend to use prayer as a last resort, but God wants it to be our first line of defense. 
We pray when there’s nothing else we can do, but God wants us to pray before we do anything at all.”

Another Chambers’ quote is “We are apt to think of prayer as a common-sense exercise of our higher powers 
in order to prepare us for work; whereas in the teaching of Jesus, prayer is not to fit us for the ‘greater works,’ 
prayer is the greater work. Prayer is…the means whereby we assimilate more and more of His mind, and the 
means whereby He unveils His purposes to us.”

Prayer is the work! Think about that. Our Heavenly Father desires to connect with us on a “without ceasing” 
basis, to listen to our prayers. There is never a busy signal when we try to connect. There is never a “Gone Fish-
ing” sign hung on heaven’s gate. He’s always there. Always willing. Always ready. Always waiting for us to seek 
Him.

Most of you will not have the opportunity to come to live and work in Israel. However, you can still be heavily 
involved in the work here, for prayer is the work! Jewish people need to hear the message of the Messiah. 
Please pray for the salvation of individuals with whom we interact. God knows each of them by name, even if 
you do not. Pray that the seeds of the Gospel take root and grow. Please make space for what matters! 
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Ishmael 
by Toi Powell 

 
Why:  

1. To clarify that Arabs are not descendants of Ishmael. 
2. To prevent the propagation of Islamic doctrine. 
3. To clarify that current conflict is not connected to Isaac and Ishmael but is 

connected to the OT theme of the enemies of God fighting against God’s people. 
 
Arabs: 

1. The idea that all Arabs are descendants of Ishmael originates in the Koran, is 
looked upon with skepticism by scholars, and has no historical support.  

2. Mohammed claimed that Ishmael began speaking clear Arabic when he was 
circumcised and that all Arabs are his descendants.  (Though on occasion 
Mohammed accused some Arabs of not being part of Ishmael) 

3. There is no historical record of Ishmaelites or Qedarites existing after the 5th 
century BC, suggesting their defeat and absorption into the culture of their 
conqueror. (As per Scripture and historical records). 
https://www.bible.com/59/jer.49.28-33.esv 

4. In current usage, an Arab is anyone who speaks Arabic or anyone who is a 
member of the League of Arab States. (22 member states as of 2021) 

5. This current usage makes Arabs a meta-ethnic group.  It does not reflect 
nationality but a broad commonality, in this case language.   

6. Many people called Arabs distinctly declare they are not Arabs, e.g. 
Persians/Iranians.  

7. Noah’s sons Ham, Shem and Japheth and their descendants populated Africa and 
the Middle East, the areas now described as Arab.  These nations existed before 
Ishmael’s birth. (Maps illustrating the distribution of Noah’s descendants are 
easily found with an internet search of “Noah’s descendants map”)  
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.10.1-32.esv 

 
History of Ishmael in Scripture: 

1. Ishmael was a beloved son of Abraham, raised for at least 13 years as heir 
apparent. (14 years old at Isaac’s birth, years older at departure from Abraham’s 
house). 
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.16.3-16.esv  
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.17.15-27.esv 

2. Ishmael was promised and eventually blessed by God as the father of a great 
nation. 
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.17.15-27.esv 

Toi’s Teachings:
Ishmael



VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

IN THE HOLY LAND!
(For 2021 and Beyond)

The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has two 
different ways you can consider serving through 
VOLUNTEER opportunities in Israel, God’s Holy 
Land. Both involve becoming a part of the T.E.A.M. 
(Together Everyone Accomplishes More), working 
in partnership with Bob and Kristi Roegner, Bible 
Teachers in Israel, at Immanuel Church Lutheran in 
Tel Aviv-Yafo.

FIRST, consider serving as a short- or long-term 
Volunteer . . . opportunities exist for anywhere 
from 6 months to two years! If you are interested, a 
volunteer program application, a volunteer program 
description, and a volunteer program job description 
are available. 

SECOND, consider bringing a Mission Team from 
your congregation to serve in outreach opportunities 
. . .  a Mission Team of 6-12 people for a period of 
10-12 days in the Holy Land! These days will not 
only include activities to share Jesus as Messiah, but 

also days built into the schedule to visit places like 
Galilee, the Dead Sea, and of course, Jerusalem. 

Both Mission Opportunities include training from 
the AOHE in areas like: The Land of Israel Today, 
Jewish Religion, Jewish Culture, and sharing Y’shua 
as Messiah in Israel.

Costs associated with both short- or long-term 
Volunteers and Mission Teams, are the responsibility 
of each individual serving. In both cases, assistance 
and information from AOHE is available on creating 
partnerships, doing deputation, and fundraising to 
support your mission opportunity. 

If interested, please contact either: 

Steve Cohen, Founder and Director of AOHE, at 
1-636-326-4040 ext. 1 . . . steve.cohen@appleofhis-
eye.org. 

OR

Robert M. Roegner, Bible Teacher to Israel, at +972 
58-4026778 . . . robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org. 

Immanuel Church Lutheran 
in Joppa (Tel Aviv)



To order go to www.appleofhiseye.org



Would your church like to 

host a Passover seder? 
Since our beginnings in 1996, we have givien presentations 
in over 1,800 churches. As we move through this Covid era, 
we are trusting the Lord to open up for churches next year 
and are planning our calendars on the assuption that regu-

lar services can take place. 

Debby wilson is our new itinerary coordinator and she is 
working on our presentation schedule for 2021 alreaady. 

If you would like to have your church considered for one of 
our presenters to be with you, please ask your pastor to call 

Debby at:

636-326-4040 ext 2

Lent is a great time to have either the 
Christ is the Passover Presentation  of 

the full Passover Seder.

Both serve as a solid platform for your members to invite 
their unsaved Jewish and Gentile friends to hear of Jesus is 

his own Jewish seting. 

Debby Wilson, 
National Itinerary 

Coordinator



         Travel with Us

       to the Holy Land!  

     November 3-14, 2021

Rev. Dr. Bob & Kristi Roegner will be hosts and co-leaders for this journey through the histori-
cal sites of the Holy Land in Israel. With over 39 years of experience in missions, the Roegners have traveled 

extensively around the world. Their mission involvement has helped them develop a great appreciation of other 
cultures and peoples. Their insight and knowledge of the Holy Land, as The Apple of His Eye’s first workers in 

Israel as Bible Teachers, will help make your trip more enjoyable and a great learning experience.

Rev. Allen & Diane Schade serve together at Immanuel Lutheran Church in St. Charles, MO, and will join as 
co-leaders of this tour. Pastor Al is the Associate Pastor and Diane teaches preschool. They have a heart for shar-
ing Jesus’ love with others, including Jewish people, and Pastor Al currently serves as the Chairman of the Board 
for The Apple of His Eye Mission Society.

Registration is now open! You can request a copy of the trip brochure and registration form by sending an email 
to robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org or call Dr. Roegner at +972 58-402-6778 (his Israel mobile number). Also, 
you can sign up by filling out a registration form online by going to www.joyfuljourneystravel.com and selecting 
the “In the Footsteps of Y’shua” brochure. 


