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March 2021 e-newsletter

Why?
  By  Steve Cohen

On Saturday, March 27th , the first 
night of the eight day festival know as 
Passover, we hosted our 2021 family 
Passover Seder at our Georgetown, 
Texas home. 

A LOT of work went into the planning, preparation 
and serving of this wonderful event. 

The tables were set with great care, and the menu 
was given much consideration. The ceremonial items 
of Karpas (parsley & salt water), Maror (freshly 
ground horseradish) to the marvelous Charoseth 
(chopped apples with honey and other yummy ingre-
dients). The dinner included superb Matzo Ball soup 
(yes they were light and fluffy, not brick like to be 
shipped back to Egypt) Israeli salad, lemony chicken 
and heavenly brisket, potatoes, brussels sprouts, and 
for desert fresh fruit and macarons (not to be con-
fused with macaroons).

Of course no bread was served as this is the seder 
because this is also the feast of unleavened bread, so 
Matzoh was the order of the day. 

One of the highlights of the Passover seder is the 
asking of the traditional four questions by the young-
est child at the table who can read. This year was no 
different; the questions asked were:

Toi Powell helping 
with setup

Nancy, Toi, grandson 
Andy and Kristy prepping 



Ma nishtanah halailah hazeh mikol haleilot?

Why is this night different from all other nights?

Sheb’khol haleilot anu okhlin hametzumatzah; 
halailah hazeh, kuloh matzah.

 On all other nights we eat leavened products 
and matzah, and on this night only matzah.

Sheb’khol haleilot anu okhlin sh’ar y’rakot; halailah 
hazeh, maror.

 On all other nights we eat all vegetables, and 
on this night only bitter herbs.

Sheb’khol haleilot ein anu matbilin afilu pa’am 
ehat; halailah hazeh, shtei f’amim.

 On all other nights, we don’t dip our food 
even once, and on this night we dip twice.

Sheb’khol haleilot anu okhlin bein yoshvin uvein 
m’subin; halailah hazeh, kulanu m’subin.

 On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining, 
and on this night we only recline.

The rest of the Passover seder is set to answer those 
four questions and retell the story of our liberation 
from bondage and slavery in Egypt. And for we who 
believe that Jesus is our Redeemer we reinforce how 
we have been liberated from bondage and slavery to 
sin through the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world. 

The cycle of Biblical festivals found in Leviticus 23 
serves as a great pedagogical tool to rehearse the 
faith we have in our God who has directly inter-
vened in human affairs to bring salvation from sin 
and the promise of eternal life with Him in heaven. 

If you would like to receive our Free Passover re-
sources to consider using in your home or congre-
gation, please send an e-mail to me: steve.cohen@
appleofhiseye.org and I will get them out to you 
quickly in PDF fashion. 

Thank you for your prayers for us and our family at 
this season. May the Lord bless you and yours as you 
gather in remembrance of all our Lord has done for 
us!

L’shannah Habbah B’Yerushalaim
 (Next year in Jerusalem!



Please pray for 
those you know 

struggling with 
Covid -19 and the 

economic and social
fallout:

Leah, Micha’s wife, finally got to see Micha in person and 
she is celebrating along with us all for face-to-face visits 
after such a long time away due to Covid!

Our pastor, Rev. Marty Brauer, has come home after 
many days in the hospital and is on the long road to 
recovery. His wife, Leona, went home to the Lord in 

December. Please pray for him in grief and for 
restoration. Thank you. 

Pray for those you know who are battling 
this disease, and especially for their salvation 

if they do not yet know Jesus as 
their Messiah.



God’s Blessings in a Window!
Ninth, in a Series of Articles Sharing the Stained-Glass Windows 

of Immanuel Church Lutheran in Tel Aviv-Yafo

Over the last eight months, I have been sharing a series of articles with you showing the uniqueness and beau-
ty of the stained-glass windows of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tel Aviv-Yafo. If you’re interested, you can find 
a link to each of the previous eight articles and stained-glass window pictures on our website under news-
letters: www.appleofhiseye.org. This month I would like to share a ninth window and article with you about 
“God’s Blessings in a Window!”

                                                          

This set of windows can be found in the upper part, behind the balcony, on the back wall of Immanuel Luther-
an Church. These beautiful stained-glass windows were created by the Norwegian artist, Victor Sparre. Here 
God gives us a glimpse that He is a God of “blessings” in these stain-glassed windows. Mr. Sparre intended to 
show in these windows that God’s “blessings” come to His people in two significant ways.   

First, the windows are set in the form of a rose. Meant to depict Martin Luther’s rose in the seal designed for 
him. The rose has been a symbol for Lutheran churches since the time of the Reformer in the 16th Century. The 
seal is important because it explains his theology in a simple way. 

In a July 8, 1530 letter to Lazarus Spengler, Luther interprets his seal:

                                                                        

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, has hit 
the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original thoughts and reason about why my seal is a 



symbol of my theology. The first should be a black 
cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so 
that I myself would be reminded that faith in the 
Crucified saves us. “For one who believes from the 
heart will be justified” (Romans 10:10). Although it 
is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which 
should also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its nat-
ural color. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it does 
not kill but keeps alive. “The just shall live by faith” 
(Romans 1:17) but by faith in the crucified. Such a 
heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, to 
show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In oth-
er words, it places the believer into a white, joyous 
rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy like 
the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose 
should be white and not red, for white is the color 
of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 
20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, 
symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a be-
ginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins al-
ready, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And 
around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that 
such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has 
no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy 
and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most 
precious and best metal. This is my compendium 
theologiae [summary of theology]. I have wanted 
to show it to you in good friendship, hoping for your 
appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with 
your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen. 

Luther’s theology has been a “blessing” from God 
for His church for the past 500 years and counting. 
It is by grace through faith that we have the hope of 
eternal life! This is “God’s Blessings in a Window!”
Second, the windows are set around the centerpiece 
of a menorah and God’s Hands “blessing” and keep-
ing His chosen people forever. Mr. Sparre wanted to 
show the uniqueness of this church and the part-
nership it has with the Jews of Israel. So, he used 
the symbolism of the menorah which represents the 
way His returned people, the Jews, celebrate Shab-
bat. Today, it is the national symbol for Israel!

The menorah is described in the Bible as the lamp-
stand made of pure gold set up by Moses in the 
tabernacle in the wilderness, and later in the Temple 
in Jerusalem. Read God’s instructions to Moses from 
Exodus 25:31-40:

31 “Make a lampstand of pure gold. Hammer out its 
base and shaft, and make its flowerlike cups, buds 
and blossoms of one piece with them. 32 Six branches 
are to extend from the sides of the lampstand—
three on one side and three on the other.33 Three 
cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and 
blossoms are to be on one branch, three on the next 
branch, and the same for all six branches extending 
from the lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand, there 
are to be four cups shaped like almond flowers with 
buds and blossoms. 35 One bud shall be under the 
first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, 
a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud 
under the third pair—six branches in all. 36 The buds 
and branches shall all be of one piece with the lamp-
stand, hammered out of pure gold.
37 “Then make its seven lamps and set them up on 
it so that they light the space in front of it. 38 Its 
wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure gold. 39 A 
talent[a] of pure gold is to be used for the lampstand 
and all these accessories. 40 See that you make them 
according to the pattern shown you on the moun-
tain.

This is “God’s Blessings in a Window!”

Here in Tel Aviv, Israel, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, the opportunities to share God’s blessings 
in His plan of salvation through Y’shua HaMashiach, 
continue among His people, the Jews through these 
beautiful windows! Thank you for your partnership 
in prayer and financial support making it possible for 
us to be here through the Apple of His Eye Mission 
Society, to “Boldly declare Y’shua as Messiah and 
urgently equip believers in Jesus to do the same!”

Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner serving in Israel



NanC’s Corner                   
“Reasons why the Bible 

is the Word of God”
 “…for never has a prophecy come as a result of human willing — on the contrary, people moved 
by the Ruach HaKodesh spoke a message from God.”   1 Peter 1:21

I love God’s Word.  We are to read it (Psalm 119:105), consume it (Jerimiah 15:16), memorize it (Psalm 119:11) 
and share it (Mark 15:16).  It has been my refuge and sword, my resting place and my motivator, my guide, bring-
ing conviction, my history book and my link to my Holy God and Creator.   

The Bible is a book of  the creation of  the world, a history of  ancient days, a diary of  Yeshua, and a book of  
poetry.  I actually outlined a play from one of  the books of  poetry when I was a student at Tennessee Temple 
University.  

Reasons why the Bible is the Word of  God
•	 Because of  the testimony of   Yeshua HaMochia (Jesus Christ) Himself.  Luke 24:7, John 14:26, 

John 16:13-14, Matthew 12:40.
•	  On the grounds of  the unity of  the books:

o 33 different men wrote 66 books over 1500 years in 3 different languages, in different 
countries and men of  different social backgrounds (kings to fishermen), under different 
circumstances but ALL on the same thought.  A myriad of  organic character of  unity 
from Genesis to Revelation.

•	 Immeasurable superiority of  teaching.
•	 The history of  the Book – its victory over attacks.
•	 The character of  those who accept it and those who reject it.
•	 The influence of  the Book to change lives, etc…  Example (one of  millions) General Lew Wallace, 

a Civil War commander and avowed atheist.  Gen. Wallace decided to read the Bible, so he could 
further attack Christianity.  However, after reading it, he surrendered to the Holy Spirits lead and 
accepted Yeshua as his savior.  He then proceeded to author the book Ben Hur.

•	 Inexhaustible depth.
•	 As we grow in knowledge and holiness, we grow to the Bible.
•	 Because of  the fulfilled prophesies it contains.  

These are only a few.  We taught our children a song:  Read your Bible, pray every day and you’ll grow, grow grow.  
May you be blessed by His Word.

Love, from my heart, nanC 



Our 13th Anniversary on 
March 23rd

Toi and Richard Powell at 
our Purim gathering

Passover, 2021

Ross & Kriaty at our Purim party

Andy, Ali & paige at 
Purim



TEAMWORK - TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 
 by Kristi Roegner

The volunteers currently serving alongside us are an amazing team!  Each of these young adults 
came anticipating the opportunity to explore the Holy Land, acquire intercultural skills, better 
understand and put their love for their Lord and love for their neighbor into action, and grow in 
their faith.

Each had high hopes regarding arriving in Israel in September of 2020.  COVID restrictions pre-
vented that from happening. September, October and November all came and went.  We wait-
ed on the Lord for His timing for their arrival here (albeit a bit impatiently at times). Finally, the 
Lord answered our prayers, working it out for them to arrive mid-December.  (Note that each 
of them made the prayerful decision to head to Israel rather than be with their families over 
the Christmas holiday season.)  God graciously allowed them to arrive during a two-week open 
window for arrivals in Israel…then the country closed to all foreigners!  Once here, they had the 
“pleasure” of being quarantined for two weeks.  Then, just as their quarantine was ending and 
we thought they would finally be able to help with the ministry, the Israeli government went into 
another strict lockdown, preventing that from happening. God’s timing is perfect!

So, what do you do to keep young adults from going bonkers from boredom during lockdown?  
You do what you can.  In this case, it was assorted cleaning tasks and yardwork.  Both Immanuel 
Church and the Congregation House, where we all reside, were in need of a thorough top-to-
bottom clean-up – inside and out.  Do young adults love this kind of work?  No!  Did they willing-
ly pitch in anyway to do what needed to be done? Yes!  As I said, they are an amazing team that 
the Lord pulled together for such a time as this!

Just recently Israel has gone into its final phase of lifting COVID lockdown restrictions. We are 
now able to restart certain ministry aspects that have been shut down or extremely limited for 
most of the past year.  We have resumed Children’s Church, the Young Adults group, and Open 
Church (having the church open from 10-2 Tuesday through Friday for visitors, since the church 
is in the historic American-German Colony “touristy” part of Tel Aviv-Yafo). Our team was able 
to engage with 135-140 people in the first week of Open Church, and several Bibles, children’s 
Bible story books and sticker books were given away.  The first adult baptism is set for after the 
Shabbat Zoom worship service on March 27th. We also look forward to having our first in-person 
services since last June on Good Friday, Easter Shabbat, and Easter Sunday.  People are excited!

God’s timing is perfect! He is omniscient and sees every aspect of our lives. He understands 
what’s best. His divine schedule for our lives is always perfect and achieves His good purposes.  
Now that Israel is opening up again, we anxiously anticipate what the Lord, whose desire is that 
His chosen people will come to know Jesus as Messiah, will do in and through our team in the 
months ahead.  We ask that you keep our team in your personal prayers in that regard.  We’d 
love to be able to report back “to God be the glory, great things He has done!”
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Ishmael 
by Toi Powell 

 
Why:  

1. To clarify that Arabs are not descendants of Ishmael. 
2. To prevent the propagation of Islamic doctrine. 
3. To clarify that current conflict is not connected to Isaac and Ishmael but is 

connected to the OT theme of the enemies of God fighting against God’s people. 
 
Arabs: 

1. The idea that all Arabs are descendants of Ishmael originates in the Koran, is 
looked upon with skepticism by scholars, and has no historical support.  

2. Mohammed claimed that Ishmael began speaking clear Arabic when he was 
circumcised and that all Arabs are his descendants.  (Though on occasion 
Mohammed accused some Arabs of not being part of Ishmael) 

3. There is no historical record of Ishmaelites or Qedarites existing after the 5th 
century BC, suggesting their defeat and absorption into the culture of their 
conqueror. (As per Scripture and historical records). 
https://www.bible.com/59/jer.49.28-33.esv 

4. In current usage, an Arab is anyone who speaks Arabic or anyone who is a 
member of the League of Arab States. (22 member states as of 2021) 

5. This current usage makes Arabs a meta-ethnic group.  It does not reflect 
nationality but a broad commonality, in this case language.   

6. Many people called Arabs distinctly declare they are not Arabs, e.g. 
Persians/Iranians.  

7. Noah’s sons Ham, Shem and Japheth and their descendants populated Africa and 
the Middle East, the areas now described as Arab.  These nations existed before 
Ishmael’s birth. (Maps illustrating the distribution of Noah’s descendants are 
easily found with an internet search of “Noah’s descendants map”)  
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.10.1-32.esv 

 
History of Ishmael in Scripture: 

1. Ishmael was a beloved son of Abraham, raised for at least 13 years as heir 
apparent. (14 years old at Isaac’s birth, years older at departure from Abraham’s 
house). 
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.16.3-16.esv  
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.17.15-27.esv 

2. Ishmael was promised and eventually blessed by God as the father of a great 
nation. 
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.17.15-27.esv 

Toi’s Teachings:
Ishmael

Connected to the OT theme of the enemies of God fighting against God’s people.

Arabs:
1. The idea that all Arabs are descendants of Ishmael originates in the Koran, is 
looked upon with skepticism by scholars, and has no historical support.
2. Mohammed claimed that Ishmael began speaking clear Arabic when he was cir-
cumcised and that all Arabs are his descendants. (Though on occasion Mohammed ac-
cused some Arabs of not being part of Ishmael)
3. There is no historical record of Ishmaelites or Qedarites existing after the 5th
century BC, suggesting their defeat and absorption into the culture of their conqueror. 
(As per Scripture and historical records). https://www.bible.com/59/jer.49.28-33.esv
4. In current usage, an Arab is anyone who speaks Arabic or anyone who is a member 
of the League of Arab States. (22 member states as of 2021)
5. This current usage makes Arabs a meta-ethnic group. It does not reflect nationality 
but a broad commonality, in this case language.
6. Many people called Arabs distinctly declare they are not Arabs, e.g. Persians/Irani-
ans.
7. Noah’s sons Ham, Shem and Japheth and their descendants populated Africa and 
the Middle East, the areas now described as Arab. These nations existed before Ishmael’s 
birth. (Maps illustrating the distribution of Noah’s descendants are
easily found with an internet search of “Noah’s descendants map”)
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.10.1-32.esv

History of Ishmael in Scripture:
1. Ishmael was a beloved son of Abraham, raised for at least 13 years as heir apparent. 
(14 years old at Isaac’s birth, years older at departure from Abraham’s house).
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.16.3-16.esv https://www.bible.com/59/gen.17.15-27.esv
2. Ishmael was promised and eventually blessed by God as the father of a great na-
tion. https://www.bible.com/59/gen.17.15-27.esv
https://www.bible.com/111/gen.21.8-21.niv
3. As a teen, Ishmael mocked, persecuted Isaac, and was put out of the home. https://www.bible.
com/111/gen.21.8-21.niv https://www.bible.com/59/gal.4.22-31.esv
4. We do not see continued fighting between Isaac and Ishmael or their first- generation sons.
a. Isaac and Ishmael together bury their father Abraham without conflict. https://www.bible.
com/59/gen.25.7-18.esv
b. Ishmaelites conduct business with Jacob’s sons without conflict. https://www.bible.com/59/
gen.37.23-28.esv
5. Ishmael has 12 sons. https://www.bible.com/59/gen.25.7-18.esv https://www.bible.



com/59/1ch.1.27-33.esv https://www.bible.com/59/psa.120.5-7.esv
6. Ishmaelites are cited in the Scripture. https://www.bible.com/59/gen.28.6-9.esv https://www.bible.
com/59/gen.36.1-5.esv https://www.bible.com/59/gen.37.23-28.esv https://www.bible.com/59/gen.39.1.esv 
https://www.bible.com/111/jdg.8.11-27.niv https://www.bible.com/59/2sa.17.25.esv https://www.bible.
com/59/1ch.2.5,9,16-17.esv
7. Ishmael’s second son Kedar, and his descendants Qedarites, are cited in the Scripture.
https://www.bible.com/59/gen.25.7-18.esv https://www.bible.com/59/gen.25.13-16.esv https://www.bible.
com/59/sng.1.5.esv https://www.bible.com/59/isa.21.13-17.esv https://www.bible.com/114/isa.60.5-7.nkjv 
https://www.bible.com/114/jer.2.10.nkjv https://www.bible.com/59/jer.49.28-33.esv
8. The Ishmaelites and Qedarites are enemies of God, not worshipers of God. https://www.bible.com/59/
psa.83.1-8.esv https://www.bible.com/111/jdg.8.11-27.niv https://www.bible.com/59/psa.120.5-7.esv
9. Ishmaelites and Qedarites are nomads, have livestock, are good with the bow, and conduct trade.
https://www.bible.com/59/ezk.27.21.esv https://www.bible.com/114/isa.60.5-7.nkjv https://www.bible.com/59/
jer.49.28-33.esv
10. Ishmaelites do not live peacefully with others. https://www.bible.com/59/gen.16.3-16.esv https://www.
bible.com/59/gen.25.7-18.esv https://www.bible.com/59/psa.83.1-8.esv
11. God foretells the end of Ishmael’s great nation. https://www.bible.com/59/isa.21.13-17.esv https://www.
bible.com/114/isa.60.5-7.nkjv https://www.bible.com/59/jer.49.28-33.esv
12. They traveled across the top of the Arabian Peninsula and perhaps settled there. (As per Scripture and 
historical records)
https://www.bible.com/111/gen.21.8-21.niv https://www.bible.com/59/gen.25.7-18.esv https://www.bible.
com/59/psa.120.5-7.esv https://www.bible.com/59/ezk.27.21.esv https://www.bible.com/59/isa.42.10-13.esv
13. There is no historical record of Ishmaelites or Qedarites existing after the 5th
century BC, suggesting their defeat and absorption into the culture of their conquerer. (As per Scripture and 
historical records). https://www.bible.com/59/jer.49.28-33.esv

For more information concerning the current conflict in 
the Middle East, feel free to contact the author:

Toi Powell at Toileenpowell@gmail.com



WHY IS AOHE IN ISRAEL FOR IT’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY?

                                                          
For a small country, Israel holds a place of great importance for three of the world’s major religious groups. The 
modern Jewish state is not only the “Promised Land” for Jews, but the only country in the world where they 
form a majority of the population. For Christians, Israel is the “Holy Land,” because it is the place where Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection unfolded. And, for Muslims, Jerusalem is the place where the Prophet Muhammad 
ascended to heaven.

The religious affiliation of the Israeli population as of 2019 (According to the Israeli Ministry of the Interior) was 
81.2% Jewish, 13.8% Muslim, 2.0% Christian, and 2.0% Druze. The remaining 1.0% included faiths such as Samar-
itanism and Baha’i, and “religiously unclassified”, the category for all who do not belong to one of the recognized 
communities.

Almost half, 40%, of the 81.2% Jewish population in Israel, consider themselves non-religious (Hiloni or Secular) 
which means that most would consider themselves Atheist or Agnostic. WHY IS AOHE IN ISRAEL FOR IT’S 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY?  What the information above tells us is that the country of Israel and its population are one of 
the most “unreached” peoples in the entire world. Walking on the streets in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, or Haifa, 9+ 
people out of every 10 you encounter would not know Jesus Christ, the Anointed One, or in Hebrew, “Y’shua 
HaMashiach!” 

In its entire 174-year history, the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) has never had a physical mission 
presence in the land of Israel . . . until now! Through one of its Recognized Service Organizations, The Apple of 
His Eye Mission Society (AOHE) sent Rev. Dr. Robert M. and Kristi Roegner as Bible Teachers to Israel in January 
of 2020. 
  
This is important for many reasons: First, the country of Israel and its population is one of the most “unreached” 
peoples in the entire world. Second, significant opportunities exist in Israel currently, especially among its popu-
lation 35 years old and younger. Therefore, it is natural for AOHE to be there “Boldly declaring Y’shua as Messiah. 
Urgently equipping believers in Jesus to do the same!” Finally, and most importantly, however, is what God’s 
Word says regarding Jewish outreach. The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 1:16: For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to 
the Gentile (NIV).

Let us suggest to you six ways that the Jews are first in experiencing the salvation of God. 
First, the Jewish people have a priority over Gentiles as the chosen people of God. In Genesis 12, God chooses 
Abraham and his descendants freely from all the peoples of the world to bless with his covenant and promise. 
This is confirmed for us in passages from Nehemiah, Deuteronomy, and Amos. 

God set his favor on them and set them apart from all the peoples. Freely! Not because of any virtue or special 



value in them, but simply on the basis of his free choice: We are told in Deuteronomy 7:7-8a, The Lord did not 
set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples. But it was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors . . . 
(NIV).

Second, the Jewish people have a priority over Gentiles as the guardians of God’s special revelation, the Old 
Testament Scriptures. God gave his special revelation and promises to Israel by Moses and the prophets. Paul in 
Romans 9:4, puts it like this: They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises (ESV).

Third, the Jewish people  have a priority over the Gentiles in that the Messiah himself, Jesus Christ, came first 
as a Jew to the Jews. Jesus focused his earthly ministry on the Jews. They had a priority in his work. In Matthew 
15:24, Jesus answered, I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (ESV). So, during his earthly life, 
Jesus was focused on the Jews. They had priority in his ministry. 

Fourth, the Jewish people  have a priority over the Gentiles in that salvation is from the Jews. These are the very 
words of Jesus in John 4:22. Jesus says to the Samaritan woman at the well, you worship what you do not know; 
we [the Jews] worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews (ESV). This simply sums up all that we have 
said so far. They are the chosen nation; the nation with God’s special revelation; and the nation with the Messi-
ah, the Savior. So, clearly, salvation is “from the Jews.” 

Fifth, the Jewish people  have a priority over the Gentiles in final judgment and final blessing. In Romans 2:9-10, 
Paul says, amazingly, there will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, 
then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gen-
tile (NIV). In other words, the priority that the Jews have, if it is rejected and squandered will result in a priority 
in judgment. And if they are grateful for their priority and trust in the mercy of their Messiah, then they will go 
first into the final blessing of God. 

Sixth, the Jewish people have a priority over the Gentiles in that Paul evangelized Jews first when he brought the 
Gospel to a new place. For example, in Acts 13:46, Paul and Barnabas are preaching in Antioch of Pisidia, and the 
Jews will not listen to the Gospel, so they say, we had to speak the word of God to you [the Jews] first. Since you 
reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles (NIV).

In other words, just as God chose Israel and revealed Himself to Israel and sent the Messiah and Savior to Israel 
so that salvation is from Israel, so Israel must become a priority in mission outreach today! This is why The Apple 
of His Eye Mission Society is in Israel for its 25th Anniversary!

Will you prayerfully consider partnering with us during our 25th Anniversary, in this very important mission 
outreach here in Israel? 

Your prayers and financial gifts mean a lot and make a significant difference for many here in Israel–an eternal 
difference! We are emboldened by Paul’s words as he planned to visit Rome in Romans 15:27, They were pleased 
to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe 
it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings (NIV). What assuring words these are to us of God’s 
promise to support us and the AOHE’s mission outreach to the Jews here in His land of Israel–God’s Holy Land! 

Bob and Kristi Roegner                                                                                               
Bible Teachers to Israel                                                                                                          

The Apple of His Eye Mission Society



VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

IN THE HOLY LAND!
(For 2021 and Beyond)

The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has two 
different ways you can consider serving through 
VOLUNTEER opportunities in Israel, God’s Holy 
Land. Both involve becoming a part of the T.E.A.M. 
(Together Everyone Accomplishes More), working 
in partnership with Bob and Kristi Roegner, Bible 
Teachers in Israel, at Immanuel Church Lutheran in 
Tel Aviv-Yafo.

FIRST, consider serving as a short- or long-term 
Volunteer . . . opportunities exist for anywhere 
from 6 months to two years! If you are interested, a 
volunteer program application, a volunteer program 
description, and a volunteer program job description 
are available. 

SECOND, consider bringing a Mission Team from 
your congregation to serve in outreach opportunities 
. . .  a Mission Team of 6-12 people for a period of 
10-12 days in the Holy Land! These days will not 
only include activities to share Jesus as Messiah, but 

also days built into the schedule to visit places like 
Galilee, the Dead Sea, and of course, Jerusalem. 

Both Mission Opportunities include training from 
the AOHE in areas like: The Land of Israel Today, 
Jewish Religion, Jewish Culture, and sharing Y’shua 
as Messiah in Israel.

Costs associated with both short- or long-term 
Volunteers and Mission Teams, are the responsibility 
of each individual serving. In both cases, assistance 
and information from AOHE is available on creating 
partnerships, doing deputation, and fundraising to 
support your mission opportunity. 

If interested, please contact either: 

Steve Cohen, Founder and Director of AOHE, at 
1-636-326-4040 ext. 1 . . . steve.cohen@appleofhis-
eye.org. 

OR

Robert M. Roegner, Bible Teacher to Israel, at +972 
58-4026778 . . . robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org. 

Immanuel Church Lutheran 
in Joppa (Tel Aviv)



To order go to www.appleofhiseye.org



We are now open to come to 

your church to speak!
Since our beginnings in 1996, we have givien presentations 
in over 1,800 churches. As we move through this Covid era, 

we are trusting the Lord to open up for churches  and are 
planning our calendars on the assuption that regular ser-

vices can take place. 

Debby wilson is our new itinerary coordinator and she is 
working on our presentation schedule for 2021 alreaady. 

If you would like to have your church considered for one of 
our presenters to be with you, please ask your pastor to call 

Debby at:

636-326-4040 ext 2
Presentations include:

The Power of Pentecost
The Fall Festivals of Israel

Y’shua the Light of the World
Unwrapping Romans 11

To the Jew First
Our Jewish Roots

The Jewish evangelism seminar
Wisome Witnessing

Debby Wilson, 
National Itinerary 

Coordinator



         Travel with Us

       to the Holy Land!  

     November 3-14, 2021

Rev. Dr. Bob & Kristi Roegner will be hosts and co-leaders for this journey through the histori-
cal sites of the Holy Land in Israel. With over 39 years of experience in missions, the Roegners have traveled 

extensively around the world. Their mission involvement has helped them develop a great appreciation of other 
cultures and peoples. Their insight and knowledge of the Holy Land, as The Apple of His Eye’s first workers in 

Israel as Bible Teachers, will help make your trip more enjoyable and a great learning experience.

Rev. Allen & Diane Schade serve together at Immanuel Lutheran Church in St. Charles, MO, and will join as 
co-leaders of this tour. Pastor Al is the Associate Pastor and Diane teaches preschool. They have a heart for shar-
ing Jesus’ love with others, including Jewish people, and Pastor Al currently serves as the Chairman of the Board 
for The Apple of His Eye Mission Society.

Registration is now open! You can request a copy of the trip brochure and registration form by sending an email 
to robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org or call Dr. Roegner at +972 58-402-6778 (his Israel mobile number). Also, 
you can sign up by filling out a registration form online by going to www.joyfuljourneystravel.com and selecting 
the “In the Footsteps of Y’shua” brochure. 


