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Milestones: Glancing Back
By Steve Cohen, founder
Shalom, dear friends. This year, 2021, is
a key marker in time for us at The Apple of His Eye.
In 1996, three slightly oversized individuals (Kevin
Parviz, me & Jennifer Krupp)
came together in an undersized cubby hole at the St.
Louis Christ Memorial Lutheran Church administrative unit
which was donated for our use.
Soon after we began, we had several volunteers
joining us for a cold-calling outreach using the church
phone bank in the evening. We were calling from the
St. Louis phone book (remember those?) the people
whose last name was Cohen and inviting
them to find out more about Jesus. One
evening, Pastor Greg Smith came into the
office during our calling time and he called
me aside, “I am going to have to get you out of our
office soon before you have our entire staff working
for you!” He said with a trinkle in his eye. We were
on our way!
Our goal was simple direct evangelism reaching out to people
where they were, parades, ball
games, concert events, and milling
about in the Delmar Loop. In order
to have our tracts at a reasonable
rate, we prayed about having a
machine to print them on. Back then the best tool for
that was a Risograph. The cost for one with 4 different color drums was about $10,000. I approached
the Missouri District Mission office to help and they
wrote us a check for the full amount. Praise the Lord!
Then they said we had 10 weeks to pay it all back.

During the last week of that time, I received a call
from a potential donor who said that she wanted
to give a gift by credit card. We were not set up for
that yet, but the LSMS-IC was and they said they
would help us with the transaction. A few days later
we received a check from them for… $10,000. God
provided what was needed at exactly the right time,
just the first of numerous such provisions over the
last quarter century.
We hosted several summer outreaches in St.
Louis where people who
shared our vision came
for ten-day events to hit
the streets with the newly written broadsides. Tens
of thousands of Gospel tracts were distributed and
each one was an invitation to discuss the key questions, “What do You think of Jesus?”
At just the right time, we were in need of a full-time
administrator and so we put a notice in our newsletter. From that article, Darla Schmidt brought an
application to my attention and I invited Ivan and
Janet Peterson to have lunch with us in St. Louis.
They drove down from Bloomington, Illinois, met
with us and we offered them the position. They had
a month to sell their home, buy one in St. Louis and
get moved. God provided on time again and they
moved in after one of the biggest snowstorms hit
the area. Ivan served us greatly for many years before his retirement.

Bob Roegner, Al Schade &
Ivan Peterson

We have been able to reach another milestone, beginning the very first LCMS mission effort IN Israel. With deep thanks
to the LWML who granted us $100,000
to initiate this effort, we praise God that
Rev. Dr. Robert & Kristi Roeger accepted
the call to serve in Tel Aviv. The photo to
the right is at their installation into this
position at Concordia Lutheran Church
in San Antonio with Pastor Tucker officiating on September 22, 2018.

Staff, board and adjunct members at
strategic planning meeting

Nancy Cohen, Debby Curry (Texas LWML
past prezident) & Toi Powell at convention

We are now open to come to
your church to speak!
Debby Wilson,
National Itinerary
Coordinator

Since our beginnings in 1996, we have givien presentations
in over 1,800 churches. As we move through this Covid era,
we are trusting the Lord to open up for churches and are
planning our calendars on the assuption that regular services can take place.
Debby wilson is our new itinerary coordinator and she is
working on our presentation schedule for 2021 alreaady.
If you would like to have your church considered for one of
our presenters to be with you, please ask your pastor to call
Debby at:

636-326-4040 ext 2
Presentations include:

The Power of Pentecost
The Fall Festivals of Israel
Y’shua the Light of the World
Unwrapping Romans 11
To the Jew First
Our Jewish Roots
The Jewish evangelism seminar
Wisome Witnessing

And God Brings
the Increase
My name is Ben M. and as far as I know, I am currently the most recently baptized
member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tel Aviv-Yafo. Immanuel Lutheran Church is a congregation that is a
part of the Norwegian Church Ministry to Israel and directed by the Immanuel Ministries Board made up of Lutheran friends from Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Germany, and the USA. This is my testimony.
I was not born as a Christian. In fact, I was born into an Atheist’s family in 1993. Sure, we always used to celebrate
the Jewish holidays, but only for the sake of the food involved in many of those celebrations--we never kept
kosher or any of the other Jewish laws. Therefore, I grew up with no religion at all, and by primary school I had
already adopted a somewhat military Atheistic worldview.
My school years were difficult ones, especially on the social front. I was constantly harassed, and as the proverbial saying goes, eventually fear of harassment turned to a blind hatred towards all who did not share my genetic
heritage. By then, religion was nothing more than an afterthought for me, a folly that weak people cling to due
to their own fears and inability to cope with life.
Thankfully, by God’s grace, I still kept one non-white friend, an Arab Christian, from my own hometown of Bat
Yam, just to the south of Tel Aviv. My friend’s family had tried to preach the Gospel to me since the day we met,
but to no avail. Eventually, when I was serving in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), my friend went to visit some
relatives near Tampa, Florida, in the USA, and returned with Pentecostal missionary material.
Upon returning, my friend called me in the middle of the night to ask me if he could stop by and show me something important, and if I was willing to keep an open mind. Since I had a lot of free time
during my IDF service (as I was yet to be assigned), I said “Sure, why not? Come over”.
He came, as it turned out, with a series of video lectures about Young Earth creationism
and, as a staunch believer in evolution and social Darwinism, I presented him with my
own set of questions about the Bible and science, only to have them answered in the
next video lecture in the series and so on. Eventually, I awoke one morning, and to my
(and my friend’s) great astonishment, discovered that I had adopted the Christian faith.
I didn’t know it at the time, but God’s Holy Spirit had used His Word in those videos to
cause faith in my once-hardened heart.
Of course, with joy, I joined the same congregation my friend’s family went to, which
was a very small Charismatic Messianic Jewish congregation with a Baptist theology. I
adopted their theology, shunned my former racist worldview, prayed that I would get
the gift of tongues and believed that only the Bible is our source of doctrine and tradition.

But then, I started to read the Bible (it was hard to get one during my army service) and also about church history. Eventually, many things started to disturb me about this congregation: Why do we celebrate the Jewish
rabbinic and Israeli secular holidays, if we believe that tradition has no place in our lives? Why do we have no
crosses and nothing that could tell an outsider we believe in Y’shua HaMashiach, but we have a huge Israeli flag
on the wall? Why the political sermons leaning towards the Israeli right? Why do we never have the Lord’s Supper like Jesus said we should and instituted for us.
I also noticed that my theology had grown more and more “Catholic” over time, I started to believe first that the
Church is the real Israel (which was of course denounced as “replacement theology” by the Messianic Jews), I
believed in things such as the real presence in Holy Communion and baptismal regeneration (which the entire
early church had affirmed). I had a much greater place for Mary in my theology which made most Messianic Jews
rather uncomfortable, and I stopped believing in the continuation of the charismatic gifts.
I was sure that I was on the verge of joining the Catholic Church, but then I realized that I do not believe in Papal
primacy (I cannot find it in the Bible), I do not believe in praying to the
Saints, or that there is no salvation outside the Catholic church. Thankfully, I had a friend in Sahar Sadlovsky, who kept inviting me to Immanuel
Lutheran Church, and eventually I came to the Christmas carol night organized by the church and . . . ultimately, I stayed there.

Shortly after this event, Rev. Dr. Robert M. Roegner, and his wife, Kristi, came to Immanuel Lutheran Church as
Bible Teachers from The Apple of His Eye organization in the USA. They came to assist at Immanuel Lutheran
Church and eventually he became the Interim Senior Pastor. I still had many questions about my faith and
had to improve my understanding of church doctrines (I held to double predestination and transubstantiation
at the time of joining). I also rejected free will, which was always a cause of concern for my salvation as I never
made any “altar calls” or a conscious decision to accept Christ. I just woke up and believed in him. Was I really
saved? It was a fear I could not get rid of and a question I could not answer affirmatively. However, through the
discipling and teaching about Lutheranism and Holy Baptism by Pastor Robert, through Immanuel Lutheran
Church , I now have the assurance of the forgiveness of sins, being rescued from death and the devil, and have
received eternal salvation in my Baptism! The rest is history, an eternal history for me!

With Thanks to the Lord!
Charles Edward Manske, born in 1928, went home to be with
his Lord on December 30, 2020.
He was a man of vision and impact on those who are
sharing the Gospel in various corners of the world.
He was also a sacrificial donor to our ministry beginning his
support back in 1999 and continued annually.
He planned to have a on-going impact on sharing the Gospel.
In his estate planning, he included The Apple of His Eye along
with nearly a dozen other ministries as beneficiaries.
We are thankful for his leadership and blessing!
Please prayerfully consider including mission work among
Lost Sheep of Israel through the Apple of His Eye.
You, too, could give the gift that keeps on giving.
Talk with your financial planner, of if you do not have one, contact us and we have
access to resources to help you plan now.
Call Steve Cohen 314-306-4040 ext 1

NanC’s Corner

Lessons from Lot

“ Lot looked around and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like
the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: 12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.
13
Now the people of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord.” Genesis 13:10,11,12
When I lived in Jerusalem, my flat faced towards Jordan. I was 20 miles from the Dead Sea. My daughter
and I would sometimes drive or take a bus down to the Dead Sea on our day off and relax (float) in the
mineral water. The Dead Sea borders Jordan, and it was intriguing to me that I could actually float to their border and back
without much effort, if I wanted to get shot at .
If we went to Elat (the Red Sea), we would pass by the Dead Sea
beaches and En Gedi. Off the road after Masada is a sign that
points to Lot’s wife. Of course, who knows how long a pillar of
salt can last, but it was interesting to see the sign! It was a sad reminder about a man who had every opportunity to be a success
and who truly made wrong choices. The Dead Sea was a vivid
reminder of how God destroyed the wicked city. I guess we got
His opinion of the place!
As far as I am concerned, Lot was a real creepy character. Abraham had offered him many opportunities to prosper and live a
godly life, and Lot literally turned his back on them. He wanted
what he wanted. We all make some bad choices, but sadly there
are no do-overs in life. Lot’s life is told in the Bible, the good and the bad. So, God must have lessons in
his story that we should heed.
Here are five examples of what we might glean from Lot’s life of folly:
1) Lot lived by sight
a) “Lot looked around and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered, like the garden of
the Lord, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for
himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east.” Genesis13:11
b) Sometimes it can be hard to take the higher road, but these decisions are what build character and
prepares for our future. Just because something or someone is attractive doesn’t mean it/they are a
good choice.
2) Lot separated himself from spiritual Abram
a) When you pull a log from a fire and set it aside, its fire will go out and it will become cold and useless. That’s how it is
with believers.
b) We need each other. We call ourselves brothers and sisters - we are families. Normal families are a part of each other’s
lives; they lift each other up when needed, and they rejoice with each other over victories. If you are a Christian (a Believer) then we share the same Heavenly Father, and He tells us that we need to be together: “And let us consider how to stir up
continues on the next page

one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24,25
3) Lot was materialistic
“Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere—this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah - like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. So Lot chose for himself
all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other.” Gen.13:11,12
4) Lot pitched his tent towards Sodom and lived in Sodom
a) We used to tell our kids: Lie with dogs and you will get fleas. “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers” 2Corinthians 6:14. This applies to us all. Be careful now…we aren’t Amish! Y’shua himself ate with the lost and
unloved around him. There are people alllll around us who are needy for the love of the Savior. There is a
difference between reaching out and being yoked. We have so many kids in our churches who are marrying non-believers. They should have been taught as toddlers to start praying for Christian friends and spouses
and reminded often they cannot/should not date a non-believer.
b) I have Mormon acquaintances and gay acquaintances, etc…. They know I am a believer and that sets a
boundary. They respect my standards. There is a big difference between a guest and a BFF.
5) Lot dwelt in Sodom and Sodom dwelt in Lot
a) Lot became conditioned. Sadly, we all are becoming desensitized to our world. Lot actually offered up his
daughters to a group of men! SICK. We are in this world, but we are not of this world.
b) We bring sex, violence, filthy language, immorality, etc., into our homes daily via our televisions, exposing our
children and grandchildren. Lot’s daughters turned to incest in order to have families. Lot had conditioned
his children to the mentality of Sodom.
c) Remember 1Corinthians 10:31 “Whether we eat, or drink or WHATSOEVER we do, do all to the glory of
God”. Amen? Amen 
These days let us encourage one another, pray for one another, and let our anthem be:
I serve a risen Saviour, He’s in the world today
I know that He is living, whatever men may say
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer
And just the time I need Him He’s always near
He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Christ Jesus lives today
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way
He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Salvation to impart
You ask me how I know He lives?
He lives within my heart
love, from my heart, nanC

1 Corinthians 10:31

(If this article has blessed you – share it)
Do you have a prayer request? Share them with us. nancy.cohen@appleofhiseye.org
We would love to hear from you and how God is blessing your life.

PRAISE GOD FOR OPPORTUNITIES!
By Kristi Roegner
Colossians 4:5-6 (NIV) states, “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how to answer everyone.”
As believers, God wants us to step into each new day sensitive to His Spirit, ready for any opportunities
He provides – especially sharing the good news of Y’shua with others. Such opportunities abound here in
Israel, since 9 out of every 10 people here don’t know Jesus as Messiah.
On Maundy Thursday the Young Adults had dinner together followed by a Christ in the Passover presentation. Dinner was provided beforehand, and that afternoon a gal sent a message asking if there was space
to bring a friend. There was. At 5:30 pm another message came asking if there was room for yet one more.
There was. God was at work, and by the end of the evening one of those last-minute invitees asked Bob
for Christian counseling. They are now meeting regularly. Praise God!
Bob recently received a phone call from a young woman from a religious Jewish family. She searched
for “Christian church in Tel Aviv” on the internet, and Immanuel was at the top of the list. She liked what
she read on the website, saw Bob’s phone number listed, and nervously called. The three of us met a few
days later. She wanted to know more about Y’shua. There is more to the story but suffice it to say that she’s
attending worship services and the Young Adults’ group now. Praise God!
A young man who lives a fair distance from Tel Aviv was visiting a friend here. He, too, searched for
“Christian church in Tel Aviv” online, noted the time of the Shabbat worship service and attended. He is
currently reading Matthew online, and plans to come back for another worship service soon. Praise God!
A young woman came to Open Church the other day. After spending time inside the sanctuary, she came
out and asked me to write down the worship times. She asked how much it “costs” to come. Apparently,
she lives close enough that she can hear Immanuel’s church bells ring, and she feels drawn to attend. Praise
God!
Another young man came to Open Church toward the end of March. He asked about concerts (which we
aren’t hosting currently due to COVID restrictions). He was told our first in-person worship services in nine
months would begin on Good Friday. He attended that service…and the next day for Easter Shabbat (with
his father and two others)…the next day for Easter Sunday…and last Sunday. He’s
admitted that he’s coming mostly for the music, but he’s also hearing the Gospel
while here. Praise God!
it is imperative that we seize each opportunity God provides. Souls are at stake for
eternity! Our opportunities here may differ from yours, but you, too, have God-given opportunities to share about Jesus as Messiah. The Spirit working through each
of us. His opportunities. His work. Praise God!

Please Pray for David
by Steve Cohen

I first met David in 1993 in a Saint Louis downtown jail. I had
been informed by the LCMS Chaplin that he was a Jewish
believer in Jesus awaiting trial. The chaplain asked if I’d be
willing to go down and meet him. He secured permission for
me to see him in a visiting area separated by glass and using
telephone handsets.
David and I hit it off in that we were both Jewish believers in
Jesus and I began a series of weekly Bible studies with him
to help him grow as a disciple of Jesus. One of the areas we
focused on in our discipleship meetings was personal evangelism, sharing our faith with those around us. After a few
weeks, David very excitedly told me of a gentleman in prison
who had confessed Jesus following their conversation.
That was the first of nearly 200 people he has led to faith
over the years. Five years after we met, he finally went to trial and was found guilty.
Before the trial, he told me that he was excited to join our missionary staff and serve
alongside me in bringing the gospel to the Jewish people. I asked him why in the
world he would want to do that? If you were to join our staff, you would have to get
a job, find a place to live, begin to raise your own mission support, and start building
a missionary caseload in which you would visit individuals and share the gospel. The
problem is half the time appointments are set people don’t show. So why would you
want to do this? Where you are right now, you have a place to live, food to eat, laundry facilities, and you are surrounded by individuals who don’t know the gospel and
are keenly aware of their spiritual need. If you set an appointment to meet with them,
the likelihood is that they will show. Following his conviction at trial, I told him he was
simply being reassigned to his new place of service! He could reach people inside the
institution that I could not!
Yes, David is behind bars, but he is free in Christ to be able to share the good news and
recently the new chaplain helped him facilitate two Passover seders inside the prison.
One for Jewish people who don’t believe in Jesus (yet), and the other for those who
do. He’s been praying about starting a new messianic fellowship inside the prison but
the previous chaplain was against it and so it went nowhere.
Now, he has an opportunity to open the doors for fellowship
and worship with those who wish to join him and find out
more about Jesus and the Jewish roots of their faith.
David and I continue to speak regularly and he praises God for
the many people brought his way that he could tell of Jesus
and that the Holy Spirit might plant faith within their lives.
Please pray for David as he continues his partnership in ministry as a Co-laborer in Christ. Romans 10:1

Coming from America
By Kyle Britton Volunteering with The Apple of HIs Eye in Israel

I am accustomed to churches being very common. Most of the time, you
can find a relatively nearby church of your preferred theology, worship
style, congregation demographic, and preacher personality. Sure, you might
need to travel a bit to get to it, but what’s a few minutes in the car?
That is not the case in Israel. Our Lord Jesus does indeed have followers in the Holy Land, but
the congregations are fewer and far-er between. Because of this, Immanuel serves a notably
diverse segment of Christians. It has welcomed people from Israel, Africa, Europe, Asia, Australia, and North America, people who identify as non-denominational, Calvinist, Catholic, and
Lutheran, people who find their life status as students, workers, parents, singles, young, and
old. This plurality of backgrounds, personalities, and life stories reminds me that our God is
everyone’s God. Jesus reaches and saves people according to His grace, not our own often-arbitrary distinctions, labels, and expectations.
Covid has changed a lot about the church, but when I look back before the precautions and
limitations of this disease, I remember being struck, not only by the mini-assembly of the
nations within the congregation, but also by the dedication of time of the members. Some
people – including myself in 2019 – needed to travel a considerable distance to attend. Add in
the facts that many folks don’t have a car, and public transportation almost shuts down on the
Sabbath, and you can see how what used to be a 15 minute drive in America morphs into a
small 90+ minute adventure.
After church, public transportation was still mostly shut down, so some of the young adults and
I would gather for lunch and then hang out together at a café until evening, when the buses
began to run again. All things considered, church (and the corresponding travel and fellowship)
was an all-day affair. From 9:15 in the morning to 5:30 at night, I was either travelling to/from
church, worshipping, or enjoying fellowship with people brought together for the express and
direct purpose of Church. This was a wake-up call compared to my American schedule where
the entire church process takes part of the morning.
Though I now live just a block down the street, I remember those hours spent traveling and
killing time fondly. It was refreshing. I enjoyed it. It really made me think about how our Christian lives are supposed to exhibit a level of community that extends beyond an hour of sitting
and singing in close proximity to one another. It helped me understand Sabbath rest in a way
that I want to hold on to for the rest of my life, regardless of whether I live hours away from or
practically inside the Church.

also days built into the schedule to visit places like
Galilee, the Dead Sea, and of course, Jerusalem.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
IN THE HOLY LAND!
(For 2021 and Beyond)
The Apple of His Eye Mission Society has two
different ways you can consider serving through
VOLUNTEER opportunities in Israel, God’s Holy
Land. Both involve becoming a part of the T.E.A.M.
(Together Everyone Accomplishes More), working
in partnership with Bob and Kristi Roegner, Bible
Teachers in Israel, at Immanuel Church Lutheran in
Tel Aviv-Yafo.

Both Mission Opportunities include training from
the AOHE in areas like: The Land of Israel Today,
Jewish Religion, Jewish Culture, and sharing Y’shua
as Messiah in Israel.
Costs associated with both short- or long-term
Volunteers and Mission Teams, are the responsibility
of each individual serving. In both cases, assistance
and information from AOHE is available on creating
partnerships, doing deputation, and fundraising to
support your mission opportunity.
If interested, please contact either:
Steve Cohen, Founder and Director of AOHE, at
1-636-326-4040 ext. 1 . . . steve.cohen@appleofhiseye.org.
OR
Robert M. Roegner, Bible Teacher to Israel, at +972
58-4026778 . . . robert.roegner@appleofhiseye.org.

Immanuel Church Lutheran
in Joppa (Tel Aviv)

FIRST, consider serving as a short- or long-term
Volunteer . . . opportunities exist for anywhere
from 6 months to two years! If you are interested, a
volunteer program application, a volunteer program
description, and a volunteer program job description
are available.
SECOND, consider bringing a Mission Team from
your congregation to serve in outreach opportunities
. . . a Mission Team of 6-12 people for a period of
10-12 days in the Holy Land! These days will not
only include activities to share Jesus as Messiah, but

God’s Calling in a Window!
Tenth, in a Series of Articles Sharing the Stained-Glass Windows
of Immanuel Church Lutheran in Tel Aviv-Yafo
Over the last nine months, I have been sharing a series of articles with you showing the uniqueness and
beauty of the stained-glass windows of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tel Aviv-Yafo. If you’re interested,
you can find a link to each of the previous nine articles and stained-glass window pictures at the end of this
article. This month I would like to share a tenth window (or a series of windows) and article with you about
“God’s Calling in a Window!”

Judas Iscariot

Matthew

Simon the Zealot

Bartholomew

Thomas

Thaddeus

James the Younger

James the Elder

Peter

John

Philip

Andrew

These two sets of six windows each, a total of 12 windows, can be found on either side wall of Immanuel
Lutheran Church. These beautiful stained-glass windows were created by the Norwegian artist, Victor
Sparre. Here God gives us a glimpse that He is a God of “calling” in these stain-glassed windows. Mr. Sparre
intended to show in these windows that God’s “calling” comes to His Disciples, then and now (i.e., you and
me!), with significant joys and blessings but also at a tremendous risk.
Judas Iscariot – He betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of sliver. After learning that Jesus was to be crucified, in
remorse Judas attempted to return the money he had been paid for his betrayal to the chief priests. Then he
went away and hanged himself (Matthew 27:1-10).
Matthew (Levi) – Tradition teaches that Matthew, the tax collector who became a disciple, went to Ethiopia
after preaching to the Jews in Palestine. He was martyred there, crucified and beheaded. The three money
bags are a symbol of his profession as a tax collector.
Simon the Zealot – Simon, also called Simon the Zealot, was frequently the companion of Jude on
missionary journeys. An early historian claims that Simon was martyred in Persia by being beheaded or
sawn in pieces.
Bartholomew – Armenia and India are believed to have been areas of his missionary work. Tradition says
that he died in India as a martyr for his Lord. He was flayed alive with knives.
Thomas – It is said he was commissioned to build a palace for the king of India, and that he was killed with
a lance as a martyr for his Lord.
1

Philip – Philip is represented by a cross lying down, for he stressed the cross as a sign of Christianity and
victory. Though his death is not documented, some accounts indicate he was crucified upside-down on a
cross, and that Philip preached from his cross.
Thaddeus (Jude) – Jude, referred to also as Thaddeus and as Judas, son of James, traveled with Simon the
Zealot on missionary journeys. The exact manner of Jude’s death is unknown, but according to legend,
religious leaders hewed him to death with an ax.
James the Younger/the Less (son of Alphaeus) – Tradition says that he was thrown from the pinnacle of
the Temple in Jerusalem when he refused to deny his faith in Christ. When they discovered he survived the
fall, his enemies beat him to death with a fuller’s club.
James the Elder/the Greater (son of Zebedee) – He was the first to be martyred when King Herod had him
beheaded around A.D. 44 (the only apostle’s martyrdom recorded in Scripture, in Acts 12:1-2). James is
represented by a knapsack and a staff because after establishing the Christian religion in the Iberian
Peninsula, he returned to Judea on a pilgrimage…which is when he was beheaded.
Peter (Simon Peter) – The keys symbolize Peter’s confession of faith upon which the Church is founded:
You are the true Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16). After Peter made his profession of
faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of the living God, Jesus said, I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven (Matthew 16:19). Often one key is gold, the other silver.
John – It is said that an attempt was made on his life by giving him a chalice of poison from which God
spared him. He died of natural causes. A chalice with a snake in it is his symbol.
Andrew – When he was condemned to die on a cross, he felt unworthy to be crucified on the same-shaped cross
as his Master. So, he was crucified on an X-shaped cross. It is said that while Andrew was dying, he continued to
preach to those around him.

This is “God’s Calling in a Window!” . . . This is our calling as well, yours and mine!
Here in Tel Aviv, Israel, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, the opportunities to share God’s blessings in His plan of
salvation through Y’shua HaMashiach, continue among His people, through these beautiful windows!
Thank you for your partnership in prayer and financial support making it possible for us to be here through the
Apple of His Eye Mission Society, to “Boldly declare Y’shua as Messiah and urgently equip believers in Jesus
to do the same!”
Bob Roegner
PS: To see the other nine articles, please go to our web site:
www.appleofhiseye.org and click on the newsletter archives.

