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Daniel’s 
Prayer: He 
Who Has Ears 
to Hear, Let 
Him Hear It 

 
Steve Cohen 

 
The horrors of these times wreak havoc on our world and lives. In the 
face of full-on sin and desecration of God’s holy name and law, let us 
return to the Lord in prayer that He might grant grace, mercy and 
forgiveness to believers and help seekers find salvation in Jesus. 
 

Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer 
and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I 
prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying… 
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Continued…Daniel’s Prayer 

 
 

We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our 
fathers, and to all the people of the land. To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at 
this day, to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those 
who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that they have 
committed against you. To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
because we have sinned against you. 
 
To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him and have not obeyed the 
voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 
 
All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse and oath that 
are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we have sinned 
against him. He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us, by 
bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what 
has been done against Jerusalem. As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet 
we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your 
truth. Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is 
righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice. And now, O Lord our God, who 
brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at 
this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 
 
O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, 
your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have 
become a byword among all who are around us.   
 
Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own 
sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline your ear and 
hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present 
our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 
 
O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because 
your city and your people are called by your name. (Daniel 9:3-19, English Standard version) 

 
Steve Cohen is the founder of Apple of His Eye 
Email Steve at steve.cohen@appleofhiseye.org 
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Palestine: A Brief History and 
Needed Correction 
 
Thomas S. McCall  
Zola Levitt Ministries 

 
(This article appeared originally in the December 1997 Levitt Letter) 
 
During the last few centuries, the world, Christians included, has fallen into a bad 
habit. We have bought into some early Roman propaganda. We have used the name Palestine, which Roman Emperor 
Hadrian placed on the country of Israel in 135 A.D., for so long that it has become common usage. This would be as 
incorrect as calling the Russia of today the "Soviet Union" or referring to Berlin as "East Germany"…If you know 
somebody who's fallen into this habit, please share this article with them. 
 

Current Propaganda's Use of Palestine 
 
There is a propaganda war going on now with regard to the term "Palestine." At one time it might have been argued 
that Palestine was an innocuous designation of the Middle Eastern area, that is generally thought of as the Holy Land. 
During the last few decades, however, the term Palestine has been adopted by Arabs living in Israel in the area west 
of the Jordan River. It is specifically employed to avoid the use of the name Israel and must be considered an anti-
Israel term. In all Arab maps published in Jordan, Egypt, etc., the area west of the Jordan River is called Palestine, 
without any reference to Israel. Palestine is the term now used by those who want to deny the legitimate existence of 
Israel as a genuine nation among the family of nations. 
 
The term now adopted by the political entity within Israel that is gradually obtaining more and more pockets of 
territory through the "peace process," is "the PA (Palestinian Authority). Although it must deal daily with Israeli 
officials, the PA hates to use the term Israel in any of its communications. 
 
Palestine, therefore, must now be considered a political propaganda term with massive anti-Israel implications. The 
world press uses the term to question the legitimacy of modern Israel. Christians also have used the term Palestine 

http://www.appleofhiseye.org/give
https://www.levitt.com/newsletters/1997-12#SPECIAL
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for centuries in referring to the Holy Land. In earlier times this might have been excused (although biblically 
questionable) because of its common usage. In light of the current propaganda war against Israel, however, Christians 
must now re-evaluate the term Palestine and consider whether it is biblically, theologically or prophetically accurate. 
 

Biblical Use of Palestine 
 
The term Palestine is rarely used in the Old Testament, and when it is, it refers specifically to the southwestern coastal 
area of Israel occupied by the Philistines. It is a translation of the Hebrew word "Pelesheth." The term is never used to 
refer to the whole land occupied by Israel. Before Israel occupied the land, it would be generally accurate to say that 
the southwestern coastal area was called Philistia (the Way of the Philistines, or Palestine), while the central highlands 
were called Canaan. Both the Canaanites and the Philistines had disappeared as distinct peoples at least by the time 
of the Babylonian Captivity of Judea (586 B.C.), and they no longer exist. 
 
In the New Testament, the term Palestine is never used. The term Israel is primarily used to refer to the people of 
Israel, rather than the Land. However, in at least two passages, Israel is used to refer to the Land: 
 
Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead who sought 
the young child's life. And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. (Matt. 
2:20-21) 
 
But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say to you, Ye shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel, till the Son of man shall have come. (Matt. 10:23) 
 
The first passage is when Joseph, Mary and Jesus returned from Egypt to Israel, and the second has reference to the 
proclamation of the Gospel throughout the Land of Israel. Jesus, Matthew and the angel speaking to Joseph use the 
term Israel with reference to the Land, even though the term was not then recognized by the Roman authorities. 
 
It is clear, then, that the Bible never uses the term Palestine to refer to the Holy Land as a whole, and that Bible maps 
that refer to Palestine in the Old or New Testament are, at best, inaccurate, and, at worst, are a conscious denial of 
the biblical name of Israel. 
 

History of the Term Palestine 
 
Where did the term Palestine originate from? How did the world and the church get into the habit of calling the land 
of Israel "Palestine"? One of the guides we use in our tours to Israel is Zvi Rivai, an Israeli Messianic believer, who has 
done considerable research on this subject. Zvi informs us that before 135 A.D., the Romans used the terms Judea and 
Galilee to refer to the Land of Israel. When Titus destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D., the Roman government struck a coin 
with the phrase "Judea Capta," meaning Judea has been captured. The term Palestine was never used in the early 
Roman designations. 
 
It was not until the Romans crushed the second Jewish revolt against Rome in 135 A.D. under Bar Kochba that 
Emperor Hadrian applied the term Palestine to the Land of Israel. Hadrian, like many dictators since his time realized 
the propaganda power of terms and symbols. He replaced the shrines of the Jewish Temple and the Sepulcher of 
Christ in Jerusalem with temples to pagan deities. He changed the name of Jerusalem to Aelia Capitalina, and changed 
the name of Israel and Judea to Palestine. Hadrian's selection of Palestine was purposeful, not accidental. He took the 
name of the ancient enemies of Israel, the Philistines, Latinized it to Palestine, and applied it to the Land of Israel. He 
hoped to erase the name Israel from all memory. Thus, the term Palestine as applied to the Land of Israel was 
invented by the inveterate enemy of the Bible and the Jewish people, Emperor Hadrian. 
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It is interesting to note that the original Philistines were not Middle Eastern at all. They were European peoples from 
the Adriatic sea next to Greece. It may have pleased Hadrian to utilize this Hellenistic term for the Jewish land. In any 
case, the original "Palestinians" had nothing to do, whatsoever, with any Arabs. 
 

Christian Adoption of the Term Palestine 
 
One of the first Christian uses of the term Palestine is found in the works of the Church historian Eusebius, who lived 
in Caesarea. He wrote around 300 A.D., as the Roman persecution of Christians was ending and the Emperor 
Constantine began to accept Christianity as legal. Eusebius did not accept Hadrian's designation of Jerusalem as Aelia 
Capitalina, but he did use Hadrian's term Palestine. Eusebius considered himself to be one of the bishops of Palestine. 
Thus, the anti-Israel, anti-Christian name of Palestine was assimilated into the Church's vocabulary as the Byzantine 
Empire was being established. 
 
The Church has, since that time, broadly used the term Palestine in literature and in maps to refer to the Land of 
Israel. It should be noted, however, that the Crusaders called their land the Kingdom of Jerusalem. When the British 
received the mandate after World War I, though, they called the land on both sides of the Jordan River, Palestine. This 
became the accepted geo-political term for several decades, and those who lived in the land were called Palestinians, 
whether they were Jews, Arabs or Europeans. 
 
Even evangelical Christians who believe in the future of Israel have used the term Palestine. The New Scofield 
Reference Edition of the Bible has maps in the back entitled "Palestine under the Herods." There never was a 
Palestine under the Herods. This is a serious misidentification. It would be something like looking at a modern map of 
Texas and having it titled "Mexico in the Twentieth Century." 
 
The MacArthur Study Bible published just last year contains a map called "Palestine in Christ's Time" There are 
numerous references in the notes to something called first-century Palestine. 
 
It appears that Bible-believing Christians have either knowingly or unwittingly followed the world, pagans and haters 
of Israel in calling Israel by the anti-Israel term Palestine. It is found throughout Bible maps, Bible commentaries and 
textbooks. 
 

Proper Designation of the Land 
 
The use of the term Palestine was biblically inaccurate and wrong throughout the Church age. However, it is more 
than just wrong, it is devastating in our time, when the term Palestine is the cornerstone of the propaganda war 
against Israel and the Jewish people. Do we want to use terms invented by those who hate Christ, the Bible and 
Israel? Do we want to utilize terms used by the enemies of Israel who desire to accomplish nothing less than the 
destruction of the Jewish people? I think not. 
 
Christians should use the terminology of the Bible wherever possible. Why not go back to the terms used in the New 
Testament? The Gospel writers used the term Israel to refer to the Land. Why should we use any other term when 
referring to the Land, especially now that the Jews are back in the Land and have re-established the nation of Israel 
among the family of nations? 
 
As we draw closer to the Second Coming of Christ, we should understand that Satan's fury against the Church and 
Israel will grow exponentially. Satan hates the Gospel of the crucified and risen Messiah, and he hates the reality of 
the restoration of Israel as the nation that will ultimately receive Jesus as the Messiah at His return, and the nation 
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that will be Christ's earthly headquarters. The only term we should use for the Land is Israel, or its subdivisions of 
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. We should make every effort to remove the term Palestine from our Bible maps and 
textbooks and use only biblical terms with reference to the Holy Land of Israel. 
 
Dr. Thomas McCall is a Senior Theologian with Zola Levitt Ministries 
Reprinted by Permission 
 

 
 

We Are Now Available 
to Speak at Your 
Church! 
 
Since our beginning in 1996, we have given presentations 
in over 1,800 churches around the United States and 
Europe. 
 
As we move through the COVID era, we are trusting the 
Lord to open churches for us to speak in. We are now 
solidifying our speaking calendar for 2022-23. 
 
Schedule an Apple of His Eye team member to speak in 
your church by contacting our itinerary coordinator, 
Jordan Merrifield. Or just ask your pastor to call us! 
 

Our presentations include: 
 

• The Power of Pentecost 
• The Fall Festivals of Israel 
• Yeshua the Light of the World 
• Unwrapping Romans 11 
• To the Jew First 
• Our Jewish Roots 
• Jewish Evangelism Seminar 
• Winsome Witnessing 

 
Email Steve:: steve.cohen@appleofhiseye.org 
 
Phone Steve:: (636) 326-4040 ext. 1 

 
 

mailto:steve.cohen@appleofhiseye.org
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NanC’s Corner 

 

The Truth is Out There 
 
Nancy Cohen 

 

How I long for the months gone by, for the days when God watched 
over me, when his lamp shone on my head and by his light I walked through darkness! Oh, for the 

days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house, when the Almighty 
was still with me and my children were around me, when my path was drenched with cream and 

the rock poured out for me streams of olive oil. (Job 29:2-6, NIV) 

Presently, our great and wonderful state of Texas, is still reeling from the tragic, sick, senseless Uvalde massacre. Our 
world seems to be in a continual fast spin of insanity. It almost seems never ending. Whether we like it or not, there 
were never “good” ole days. Every generation has its scars. Again, I ask: What do those who do not know Yeshua do? 
What do we do? How do we cope? Thanks be to God we have His Word, which is sure and comforting. We can trust 
the one who holds tomorrow! 
 
I have heard this hymn by Ira F. Stanphill many times through the years, and it still blesses today: 
 

I Don’t Know About Tomorrow, 

I Just Live from Day To Day. 

I Don’t Borrow From Its Sunshine, 

For Its Skies May Turn To Gray. 

I Don’t Worry Over The Future, 

For I Know What Jesus Said, 

And Today I’ll Walk Beside Him, 

For He Knows What Is Ahead. 

 

Many Things About Tomorrow, 

I Don’t Seem to Understand; 

But I Know Who Holds Tomorrow, 

And I Know Who Holds My Hand. 
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The hymn is worth a YouTube visit. 
 
When I was nine years old my cousin Sherry died. She was six years old. She was blind, totally disabled, and had many 
health issues. She was born with club feet and both of her legs were in a body cast. I remember my Uncle Bob and my 
tiny Aunt Sue always having to carry her. I never remember them angry or frustrated at the attention she required; 
but I do remember that they were in love with her, each other, and Jesus! They had a happy little family. Sherry had a 
precious smile and would respond to sounds, voices, etc. My aunt told me that Sherry always responded to a special 
song: His Eye Is on the Sparrow. Incredible! We had a recording of the great gospel singer Mahalia Jackson, singing 
this song and it would always remind me of that tiny soul in heaven who knew that God was watching her even in her 
frail, short life. 
 

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n and home, 
When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 
Refrain: 

 
I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 
If a tiny child who never spoke a word nor read the Bible, reacted to the grace and sovereignty of God and His divine 
care, why should I worry or grieve or fear over the world’s events. I shared this poem some time ago and it is still my 
favorite – I pray it blesses you: 
 

I was regretting the past, fearing 
the future. Suddenly my Lord was 
speaking. 
 
MY NAME IS, I AM 
 
He paused, I waited 
  
When you live in the past, 
with its mistakes and regrets, 
it is difficult. I was not there. 
 
MY NAME IS NOT, I WAS 
 
When you live in the future, 
with its problems and fears, 
it is difficult, I am not there 
 
MY NAME IS NOT, I WILL BE 
 
When you live in the moment, 
it is not difficult. I am there 
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MY NAME IS, I AM 

Author Unknown 

Let’s always live in the presence of God, one day at a time. “The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he 
delights in his way; though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand” (Psalm 37:23-24, ESV). 
“’I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So, we can confidently say, ’I will not fear; what can man do to me?’” 
(Hebrews 13:5b-6, ESV). And remember: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25, ASV). 

Remember Who sits on the throne! 

Love from my heart, 

nanC 

Nancy Cohen is the Director of Women's Ministries at Apple of His Eye 
Email Nancy at nancy.cohen@appleofhiseye.org 

Rev. Jordan Peiser Installed 
with AOHE 

The Rev. Jordan Peiser was ordained as the 
new pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in 
Maywood, NJ, and also installed as a new 
missionary in service with The Apple of His 
Eye Mission Society on Sunday, June 26, 
2022. 

You can view the ordination and installation 
service via the following link to Zion’s 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/1102891416326
69/videos/561916902137979/

Sweet 
Memories! 

Therefore encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact you are doing (1 
Thessalonians 5:11, NIV). 

Recently, we had the privilege of attending 
the 2022 LWML Texas District's 42nd 
Biennial Convention. What a treat! See the 
pictures on our blog at… 
www.appleofhiseye.org/connect/blog 

mailto:nancy.cohen@appleofhiseye.org
https://www.facebook.com/110289141632669/videos/561916902137979/
https://www.facebook.com/110289141632669/videos/561916902137979/
http://www.appleofhiseye.org/connect/blog/nancy-cohen-blog/337-2022-6-2
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The Hour is Short 
 

You can bring salvation to those who don’t 
know Jesus. 

 
Your partnership makes our ministry 

possible. Support us with a gift at 
www.appleofhiseye.org/support/give 

Did You Know? 
 

We Can Help You with Estate Planning and 
Planned Giving. 

 
Apple of His Eye can assist you in planning a 

gift with our Estate Planning and Planned 
Giving resources. 

 
Please prayerfully consider including The 
Apple of His Eye Mission Society in your 

estate planning.  
 

Your gifts will enable us to continue giving 
the Good News of eternal life to all people. 

 
For more information, please contact us at 

(888) 512-7753 or email us at 
giving@appleofhiseye.org 

 

 
 
 

REACH OUT TO US 
 

MAIL: 
 
The Apple of His Eye Mission Society 
PO Box 1649 
Brentwood, TN 37024 

PHONE: 
 
(888) 512-7753 

EMAIL | WEB | FACEBOOK: 
 
hi@appleofhiseye.org 
https://www.appleofhiseye.org/ 
https://bit.ly/aohefacebook 
 

 

http://www.appleofhiseye.org/support/give
mailto:giving@appleofhiseye.org
mailto:hi@appleofhiseye.org
https://www.appleofhiseye.org/
https://bit.ly/aohefacebook

