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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek.     Rom. 1:16  

                                        
Plus One
By Steve Cohen
Founder – The Apple of His Eye Mission Society

Since the 1970’s, a custom has arisen in extending invitations to gatherings allow-
ing the invitee to include a Plus One - defined as a person who accompanies an 
invited guest to an event or gathering. Today if you receive a request to RSVP for 
an event, you will likely be given the opportunity to bring a Plus One. 

How might this apply to you life  and that of your congregation? Here a just a 
few suggestions, and I am sure you could add many more.

 *    Invite a Plus One to come to church and Bible study.
 *    Invite a Plus One to join a small group with you to know more about  
   the Bible.
 *    Invite a Plus One out for coffee with the intent of sharing a discussion  
   on spiritual matters.
 *    Invite a Plus One to a church concert or movie.
 *    Invite a Plus One to a church school sporting, music or drama or special  
   speaker event.
 *    Invite a Plus One to give their input to how we can better serve our  
   community.
 *    Invite a Plus One to share prayer concerns with you.

A number of years ago, a former president of the LCMS commented that he 
prayed daily for the as of that prayer a yet unknown person the Lord would bring 
into his life with whom he could share the Gospel. 
               continues...



His eyes and ears were open to the opportunities.  He was alert to take the initia-
tive to witness to those God brought into his life. This is a lesson for us all.

What if we began each day in prayer for a Plus One to be invited into a spiritual 
conversation?  The Lord has commanded us to go, commissioned us to tell, and em-
powered us by His Holy Spirit to be salt and light in this present darkness. 

While “Plus One” has the reputation of a social nicety, I believe we ought to 
incorporate it into our hearts and lives as a core value of caring and praying 

for those facing a Christ-less eternity!

PLUS ONE in Action:

Pray. It is the foundation of all that is done. Pray! Pray some more! Keep on praying for the salvation of those 
who are facing a Christ-less eternity! Matthew 9:37-38; Romans 10:1

Lead. Take the initiative intentionally, proactively, lovingly and directly to speak of Jesus. Matthew 28:18-20; 
Isaiah 55:4

Use God’s gifts, led by His spirit. We are working together as a community of faith! 
Acts 16:31; Galatians 6:10

Seek the Lost that they might be found in Christ now and for eternity. 
Luke 15:4; Ezekiel 34:6

Orient your life to engage others in place of doing those things that do not count for eternity.
Isaiah 59:21; Ephesians 5:16

Now! Not later! Urgently! No One knows how much time any person has left on this earth. There is NO sec-
ond chance for salvation once someone has died. James 4:14; Romans 8:18

Exhort other members and encourage them in their daily witness! 
Hebrews 3:13; 2 Timothy 4:2

Mark 16:15 And he (Jesus) said to them,
 “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”



Food for thought: Use a PLUS ONE prayer card during the services. Write down the 
name of your Plus One (first name and last name initial), and those cards could be 
placed in a prayer box in front of the congregation. 

Regular prayer for those collected names can be included in the time for prayer in 
our church services. If/when there are intentional church prayer meetings, the first 
names can be distributed to those gathered to pray specifically for their salvation.  

PLUS ONE is not a program, nor is it a special event!  My prayer is that this be-
comes an essential, integrated core value, infusing the warp and woof of ALL that is 
done at your community of faith! 



A n  I mp o r t a nt  No t e :
The Apple of His Eye, a RSO of the LCMS, now on its 27th year is seeking 
resumes of people who may be interested in serving as the next executive 
director.

The successful applicant(s) will have:

 1. A teachable servant’s heart
 2. At least a Bachelors degree from an accredited university
 3. Strong leadership skills
 4. Demonstrated faithfulness to the scriptures and Y’shua
 5. Good skills as a communicator and organizer
 6. A passion for the salvation of the Lost Sheep of Israel

This position will NOT require a move or relocation, but national and 
some international travel is integral to this ministry.

Each missionary trusts the Lord to provide for his support by a process of 
deputation. (Training is provided!)

Please e-mail your resume to:   

steve.cohen@appleofhiseye.org



Forget About It!!
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 ESV
 

I have had the joy and privilege of speaking to women’s groups in different states and coun-
tries. I love it and do not take my responsibilities lightly. My daughter Toi and I have also done 
what we call tag-team talks. Those are my favorites. We share half a brain, so it is fun for one 
of us to jump in where the other leaves off, in sync, and never dis-jointed. Besides that, she is 
one of my top ten favorite people ever!

It was while speaking at a conference on the east coast, that I became ever more aware of a 
serious hypocrisy in the Christian community. Of course, we all know the church is made up 
of hypocrites. None of us are perfect. But this situation was/is tragic. Toi and I were speaking 
on forgiveness. It is a hard subject for us mortals, and a subject we should review mentally 
yearly (at least). I shared how my father was physically abusive and the fear of him that I car-
ried during my life at home. I left home when I was 19 and never saw him again, until I was 39. 
While praying for a Spirit filled heart and life, the Lord would remind me of my relationship 
with my dad. It was then that I privately prayed and forgave him. My father did not ask me to 
forgive him. I did not write a list of grievances and then tell my father that I let them go. I just 
told my Heavenly Father that I forgave him and asked the Lord to renew my heart towards 
him. I was later able to see him that same year. I must admit, I was scared and still said yes sir, 
no sir when answering him. But it was a good reunion that I am thankful I had done. Every 
situation is different. Some people need to make verbal amends before they are forgiven. My 
father was not a practicing believer. He was not being spiritually fed, so it was on me to for-
give whether he asked for it or not. Yeshua forgave the world before anyone ever asked for His 
forgiveness. He set the bar high, but necessary. After our talk, women were coming up to Toi 
and me either crying or inquisitive. I knew this was a needed subject, but I did not realize how 
much it was needed.

It was then, that a small group of women came to me with an incredible story that broke my 
heart. A spokesman for the group said this: “I was a lesbian for all my adult life. Then three 
years ago a woman shared with me the love of Jesus. I became a believer and began a Bible 
study with her, eventually moving into her home with her, her husband, and family. They 
discipled me and poured the love of God into my heart and mind. As I read the Word, I real-
ized I had to forsake my past life and live a life that pleased God. Now, she said, here is the 
situation. I have started a program for others like me. They are thriving and living a victorious 



life. Churches have asked me to speak and share my testimony, and I do. But even though they 
seem to rejoice in my story, I am continually rejected. People will not sit next to me; I am not 
allowed to work in my church nursery nor teach a Sunday school class. It seems that God has 
forgiven me, but the church will not.”

 The ladies with her shared their own experiences of rejection and disdain from the church. 
Most were in tears. It was heart breaking. Toi and I listened, prayed over them, and tried to 
help as best we could. My point? God says: There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. Deuteronomy 31:6. ESV No condemnation. No judgment. We Christians, 
seem to shoot our wounded. We take on the role of judge, jury, and executioner, and not that 
of a family welcoming a baby into our home. I have been on the side of that rejection. It is a 
hard place to be, and I can only imagine what a new believer must feel. One person told me “I 
am treated better in the world than by church members”. Wow. Shame on us.

No condemnation. NO CONDEMNATION. That means – do not condemn someone for their 
past. It is that simple. The church has its own issues. We are to take the beam out of our own 
eye.
“You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck 
out of your brother’s eye.” Matthew 7:5 ESV

Then love. Just love. Pray for others. Pray for yourself and LOVE. Pray for grace. Hey, it is not 
easy. But then it was not easy for Yeshua to love so deeply and totally that he could die for 
those that beat him, spat on him, hung him on a wooden stake. 

In a world where a 6-year-old and a 72-year-old are randomly killing; where Jews, Asians, 
Blacks, Hispanics, gays (the list is endless) are being treated with contempt and hatred, we 
need to be the difference. LOVE like Yeshua. LOVE blindly. LOVE sincerely. Also, love the 
church. 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 
John 13:34 NIV

Love, from my heart, nanC 

(If this article has blessed you – please share it).



For YOUR prayers please...
For the Roegners as they give care to Bob’s parents and their daughter during this challenging time

For Nancy’s healing following her December 27th knee replacement surgery by Dr. Tyler Goldberg

For Jordan Peiser’s continuing ministry in New Jersey

For the Lord to bring the next leader to The Apple of His Eye this year. 

For Micha Cohen as he just celebrated his 43rd birthday and is in hospice care in Chicago battling 
Huntington’s Disease.

For a cessation to the hatred and anti-Semitism fomenting here and abroad.

For our many supporters that the Lord would bring HIS true shalom to them this year. 

Your support in 2023 will enable us to take bold steps in getting the 
Gospel out and equipping the church to do the same. 

   Our budget is $375,000 this year.

You can mail your gift to our administrative center:

The Apple of His Eye
Po Box 1649

Brentwood  TN 37024

Or go to our secure web page www.appleofhiseye.org     OR>>>



God’s Mission by Jordan Peiser

John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (ESV)

Last month we celebrated Christmas and Chanukah. These are joyous holidays that remind us how God is the 
One who initiates the acts of salvation among His people.  At Chanukah, we celebrate the miracle of light, 
God’s deliverance of the people of Israel, and the temple’s re-dedication. And on Christmas, we celebrate the 
day when Jesus— the second person of the Trinity— took on flesh to live among and save His people. Through-
out history, God sent wise leaders, prophets, and warriors to lead His people. Finally, He sent His only Son, 
Jesus Christ, to dwell among us and reveal the Father to us. 

Notice the active work of God: our Lord does not wait for people to come to 
Him, but He goes to His people to bring light, to save them from the power 
of sin and death, and to give us His peace.  Look at verse 13: We are those 
who “were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God” (John 1:13).  Now take a moment to meditate on St. 
John’s inspired words… What jumped out at you?  If you’re like me, the 
words “born” and “nor of the will of man, but of God” might have stood 
out. Now, I can ask my mom to confirm this, but I don’t think I gave birth 
to myself or chose my parents. And so, when John chooses this image, He 
is confessing a powerful reality… our faith is a gift from God. This gift is 
something God gives to us freely without waiting for us to search and look 
for Him. 

In other words, God is the one who seeks and saves His people through Jesus Christ. That means that when 
we think about evangelism— the way God’s word goes out into the world (Matt 28:19-20; Romans 10:14-
17) — our focus should be on how our outreach expresses Jesus as the one who “seeks and saves that which 
is lost,” (Lk 19:10) through the proclamation of His word.  Evangelism can’t be limited to passive experiences 
like church signs outside the Church door. Some hold to a theology of evangelism that waits for people to enter 
the church. It assumes that people are born again by their own will and choose to follow Jesus on a spur of the 
moment decision. 

But, if we take Scripture at its word, then it is Jesus who goes out into the world to seek and save the lost and to 
give us a new birth— new life— in Him not through an act of our will but through an act of His will. So, what 
can one do to share this Gospel and let their evangelism express Jesus’ pursuing love? Please re-read Steve Co-
hen’s article in this newsletter and let’s join in the mission of proclaiming the Gospel to those who are lost and 
facing eternal damnation. 

Join me in praying… Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the eternal Word, has become flesh 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that with us, many would 
come to hope in His steadfast love. In the Holy name of Yeshua. Amen!



Two key prayers from 
the Torah


